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THE HOLY GOSPEL        St. Matthew 21:1-9 (NKJV)
 Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Beth-
phage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying 
to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and im-mediately you 
will ! nd a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring 
them to Me.  “And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘" e 
Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.”  All this 
was done that it might be ful! lled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying: “Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to 
you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.’”  So 
the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them.  " ey brought 
the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on 
them.  And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; 
others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road.  " en the multitudes who went before and those who followed 
cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David!  ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”

THE COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast sent " y Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon Him our # esh and to su$ er death upon the 
cross that all mankind should follow the example of His great hu-
mility, mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of His 
patience and also be made partakers of His resurrection; through the 
same Jesus Christ, " y Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with " ee 
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God world without end.

MONDAY, APRIL 30: EZEKIEL 36:1-15          JUBILATE

Recalling Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus was telling His disciples 
what to expect as He was about to suī er, die, rise on the third 
day, and ascend to the right hand of the Father. Because of 
their connecƟ on they would suī er “a liƩ le while.” Life, would 
seem hopeless, feel abandoned; the world was against them. 
However, in such unrest, they could rejoice and be comforted 
in the Word and work of Christ unƟ l His return, trusƟ ng that 
no one could destroy their giŌ  of life.

The Prophet Ezekiel gives God’s people the assurance 
that His plan for mankind’s redempƟ on would take place in 
spite of appearing to be halted by their exile. Life appeared 
hopeless as naƟ on aŌ er naƟ on came to destroy them. In the 
midst of their feeling abandoned, God described how He would 
preserve the promised land for Israel’s return from capƟ vity.

We, too, are in “a LiƩ le while,” awaiƟ ng Christ’s return. 
Lives appear hopeless; our economy struggles. Does God see 
the church suī ering against Satan’s aƩ acks? The whole world 
appears against ChrisƟ anity and the Gospel.

In the face of this, the Holy Spirit returns us to the 
promise of Jesus, which we heard a few weeks ago, “Because I 
live, you shall live also.” Our lives have been preserved by the 
resurrecƟ on of Jesus Christ, whose desire is that our eyes be 
fi xed on His powerful Word and what He has accomplished for 
us by His work.

Lord, may we remember You have defeated sin, death, and the 
power of the devil through Your life, death, and resurrecƟ on. 
Enable us to rejoice, knowing no one can take away what You 
have created and promised, eternal life!
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THE HOLY GOSPEL           St. John 16:16-23 (NKJV)
 “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little 
while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father.”
 " en some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is 
this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and 
again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Fa-
ther’?”  " ey said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? 
We do not know what He is saying.”  
 Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said 
to them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A 
little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you 
will see Me’?  “Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but 
your sorrow will be turned into joy.  A woman, when she is in labor, 
has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given 
birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that 
a human being has been born into the world.  " erefore you now 
have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and 
your joy no one will take from you.  And in that day you will ask Me 
nothing.

THE COLLECT
Almighty God, who shows to them that are in error the light of " y 
truth to the intent that they may return into the way of righteous-
ness, grant unto all them that are admitted into the fellowship of 
Christ’s religion that they may avoid those things that are contrary 
to their profession and follow all such things as are agreeable to the 
same; through Jesus Christ, " y Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with " ee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

MONDAY, APRIL 2: JEREMIAH 7:1-15            HOLY MONDAY

God’s Temple, the Holy ChrisƟ an Church, must ever be cleansed.  
False doctrines and pracƟ ces that do not tell the truth about God 
must always be purged and the pure doctrine and sacraments, 
which are able to save, must be restored. 

The ChrisƟ an heart, too, is the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16-17).  For 
the Spirit dwells there by our bapƟ sm into Christ.  We are forgiven 
and cleansed.  The sinful fl esh remains, though.  Thus, “The old 
Adam in us should, by daily contriƟ on and repentance, be drowned 
and die with all sins and evil lusts; and that a new man daily come 
forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and 
purity forever.” (Small Catechism)

Jeremiah, called the Church of his day to be cleansed. He rebuked 
the false preachers for their lying words that excused the people’s 
sin.  He called the people to turn away from false doctrines; to 
purge out wickedness and return to the Lord Who had been 
gracious to them. 

So too, did Jesus go into the Temple, His own house, to cleanse 
it.  With whips He drove out the money-changers who bought 
and sold for selfi sh gain.  Then He went to the cross.  Whips were 
applied to Him as He suī ered and died to save us from the devil’s 
works and ways.  Now, cleansed by Jesus’ blood, we are free–free 
to leave all the ways of falsehood and disobedience; free to stand 
before God with a good conscience and sing:

 Oh, let Thy suī ’rings give me pow’r 

To meet the last and darkest hour!

Thy blood refresh and comfort me; 

Thy bonds and feƩ ers make me free.  (TLH 148:4)

       



TUESDAY, APRIL 3: ISAIAH 50:4-11             HOLY TUESDAY

The Lord says in Isaiah 50, “For your iniquiƟ es you have sold 
yourselves, and for your transgressions your mother has been 
put away.” (v. 1)  We have no excuses.  We love our sins, like 
old chairs–taƩ ered and worn, but comfortable.  We doubt 
God’s warnings because it doesn’t appear that His judgment is 
imminent, if it will ever happen at all.  Repent! Things are not as 
they appear.

Sinners also doubt God’s power to save because His ways seem so 
foolish and powerless.  So He conƟ nues, “Is My hand shortened at 
all that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver?” (v. 2)

Christ crucifi ed appears foolish, but God shows His saving power 
in weakness.  “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and My 
cheeks to those who plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face 
from shame and spiƫ  ng.” (v. 6)  In His suī ering, our Lord is truly 
our Servant Who saves us.  He atones for our sins, frees us from 
the devil and draws us to Himself in Heaven.

Therefore, let everyone heed the call to repent.  Let everyone 
“trust in the name of the Lord and rely upon his God.” (v. 10)  God’s 
fi re is surely coming upon those who refuse His mercy.  But He 
gives believers the strength of His death and His life in the Gospel 
and Sacraments.  Thus we have grace to put down the fl esh and 
live for heaven.

 

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;

The sinful child of man may live in gladness;

Man forfeited his life and is acquiƩ ed,–

God is commiƩ ed.  (TLH 143:5)

SATURDAY, APRIL 28: EZEKIEL 34:23-31   MISERICORDIA DOMINI

“I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed 
them.” Ezekiel 34:23a

 Ezekiel promises the coming of the Shepherd--“one 
shepherd” who will be over the Lord’s sheep, and who will 
feed them.  Without a shepherd, the sheep scaƩ er, and are 
easily picked oī  by every predator living out in the wild.  But 
with a shepherd, the sheep are protected.  The Lord promises 
that His people will no longer be “prey” for the naƟ ons.
 Already, we have that Shepherd.  The Lord is our 
Shepherd, and He has assumed our fl esh, become “one of 
the sheep,” so to speak, that He might redeem all we who 
like sheep have gone astray.  He made Himself the sacrifi cial 
Lamb, so to atone for all of the sin of all of the “straying 
sheep” of all Ɵ me.  His death on the Cross forgives us.
 As the people of the Old Testament partook of 
the body of the Passover Lamb, so do we.  We eat and 
drink the Body and Blood of The Passover Lamb in Holy 
Communion.  The angel of death passes over us, and we 
are delivered from the threatening judgment of God against 
the sin of the unbelieving world.  Our Good Shepherd 
actually feeds us with Himself, for the forgiveness of sins, 
and together with that, the promises of life and salvaƟ on.
 We may sƟ ll fall vicƟ m to unbelieving forces in this 
world.  We may yet be “prey.”  But they can only destroy the 
body.  They cannot destroy the soul.  The resurrecƟ on to 
eternal life will be ours, and we will parƟ cipate in the eternal 
marriage feast of the Lamb, for the sake of that very Lamb, our 
crucifi ed and risen Savior Jesus Christ!



FRIDAY, APRIL 27: EZEKIEL 34:12-22        MISERICORDIA DOMINI

“‘I will feed My fl ock, and I will make them lie down,’ says the 
Lord God.” Ezekiel 34:15

 The Lord promises to feed His fl ock.  A fl ock is something 
a Shepherd has, and we will look at that more in tomorrow’s 
devoƟ on.  For today, consider what it means that we get to 
be the “fl ock” of the Lord!  The verse immediately above 
menƟ ons two things:  He will feed us, and He will make us to 
lie down.

 We see a grand picture of both of these things in the 
feeding of the 5,000, when Jesus makes the people sit and 
feeds them.  The 23rd Psalm makes similar promises.  But it all 
points forward to Jesus feeding us with the bread of life--His 
Word and Sacraments--the “means” by which He creates and 
sustains saving faith in our hearts!  So fi rst oī , dear ones in 
Christ, don’t starve.  As Jesus oī ers to feed you with His Word 
and Sacraments every Sunday, by all means, feast!

 But second of all, remember that He will take care of 
you, watch over you, protect you.  Sheep that may have to run 
at any minute do not “lie down.”  When our Lord says He will 
make them “lie down,” He’s promising to protect us.  Thus, 
again, at the end of the 23rd Psalm we read that “goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.”  The Hebrew 
word for “follow” is actually “stalk,” like a predator would stalk 
a sheep.  What do you fear is stalking you?  Sin?  Death?  The 
devil?  In His cross and resurrecƟ on, Jesus has defeated them 
all.  As long as you remain in the Lord’s green pastures, the 
only thing “stalking” you will be His goodness and mercy.  Lie 
down.  Relax.  You are fed and protected by Jesus.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4: JEREMIAH 11:18-23     HOLY WEDNESDAY

Jeremiah was unwavering in the word he preached against the 
vice and idolatry that fi lled the land of Israel.  He warned of the 
coming punishment because of Israel’s wickedness and unbelief.  
Jerusalem would be destroyed and Babylon would sweep the 
enƟ re naƟ on into capƟ vity.

When Jesus said, “A prophet is not without honor, except in 
his own country, and in his own house” (Mt. 13:57), He wasn’t 
speaking only of His own Ɵ me.  Jeremiah was also rejected, even 
by his own kin–especially by them. The people of his own home 
town–Anathoth–violently opposed him, even seeking to kill him. 

So we see how it goes so oŌ en for those who faithfully preach the 
Word of God.  The more unrepentant sinners are rebuked for their 
sins the harder they become, just like the Sodomites and Pharaoh 
and the people of Anathoth of old, all of whom were swept away 
in judgment.

Friend, do not be unbelieving, but believing! Listen to the Word 
God has put into the mouth of your pastor.  When he rebukes you 
do not lash out at him, but heed the warning and repent.  Confess 
your sin and change your ways and your thinking.  Jeremiah only 
wanted to comfort his kinfolk with God’s mercy.  So did Jesus, and 
so do Jesus’ pastors.  They want to tell you of Him Whom Jeremiah 
pictured.  Jesus is the “docile Lamb brought to the slaughter.” (Jer. 
11:19)  He went willingly into death to take away your sin.  He 
is the “Shepherd who dies for sheep that love to wander.” (TLH 
143:4)  Trust His faithful word spoken through His called servants 
and live.



THURSDAY, APRIL 5: ZECHARIAH 3:1-10       MAUNDY THURSDAY

Joshua led the children of Israel across the Jordan River and into 
Canaan.  So today, Jesus, the greater Joshua, goes forth to redeem 
His people and lead them into heaven.  For both Jesus and Joshua 
mean, “The Lord saves.“

In Zechariah 3 another Joshua, a high priest, stood before the 
Angel of the Lord with Satan opposing him.  He stood “in fi lthy 
garments,” for all men are infected with the fi lthiness of sin.  How 
could He stand against Satan so dressed? The Angel said to those 
near him, “Take away the fi lthy garments from him.”  Then He 
told Joshua, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will 
clothe you with rich robes.”  The Angel Himself fought for Joshua, 
for He told Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord Who has 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!” (v. 2)  The Angel clothed Joshua in 
pure robes and a clean turban, freeing him from all his iniquity.

Today our greater High Priest goes forth to rebuke the devil.  He is 
the fi nal priestly vicƟ m who oī ers Himself once and for all. First, 
though, He washes His disciples’ feet, signifying the conƟ nual 
puƫ  ng on of clean bapƟ smal robes in the Word of AbsoluƟ on.  
And He insƟ tutes a blessed meal of forgiveness and life, the 
sacrament of His very Body and Blood, given and shed for us, 
cleansing us of all our sins.  Thus, even as Holy BapƟ sm bathes 
us in the cleansing Blood of Jesus, so this Supper pours that life-
giving Blood into us.

 

A precious food is this indeed,– 

It never fails us in our need –

A heavenly manna for our soul, 

UnƟ l we safely reach our goal.  (TLH 163:5)

THURSDAY, APRIL 26: EZEKIEL 34:1-11     MISERICORDIA DOMINI

“For thus says the Lord God:  ‘Indeed I Myself will search for 
My sheep and seek them out’.” Ezekiel 34:11

 What a gracious God we have!  Have you ever looked at 
something you have done, and wondered to yourself, “Wow, 
that was really bad, I wonder if God will sƟ ll forgive me?  Have 
I messed up so bad that He no longer cares about me?”  It is 
a haunƟ ng quesƟ on, and at one Ɵ me or another, most of us 
have asked it.

 For an answer, consider Israel!  Idolatry, adultery, 
oppression of the widow and the orphan, every manner of 
violaƟ on of God’s law, every manifestaƟ on of faithlessness 
you can think of!  It got so bad that God sent them into exile . 
. . His great “wake up call” to Israel, showing them their need 
to repent.  But, did God write them oī ?

 Oh, no!  He wanted them back so bad that He promised 
He Himself would go seeking His sheep.  He did that--literally-
-when He assumed our human fl esh, died on the cross for our 
sins, rose again, and sent His Holy Apostles and the Apostolic 
Ministry to conƟ nue His sheep-gathering work aŌ er His 
ascension.  Repent of your sins.  Jesus’ sacrifi ce truly does 
forgive you, and He has gone to all lengths necessary to seek 
you out, save you, and give you everlasƟ ng life.



WED., APRIL 25: JEREMIAH 3:11-19         MISERICORDIAS DOMINI

“Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am 
married to you.  I will take you, one from a city and two from a 
family, and I will bring you to Zion.” Jeremiah 3:14

 Our Lord calls upon Israel to return, “for I 
am married to you.”  Some will and some will not 
heed that call, of course, but as many as do return-
-repent and believe--these He will bring to “Zion.”
 How inƟ mately the Lord Jesus Christ is married to 
the church!  Remember how Adam’s wife was created by 
God from a wound in Adam’s side.  During our ongoing 
Easter celebraƟ on, we remember how the Bride of Christ 
is brought to life from the wound in Christ’s side.  From the 
spear wound in the side of Christ’s crucifi ed body, there 
came forth blood and water, St. John tells us.  And from that 
water and that Body and Blood the “Bride of Christ,” the Holy 
catholic Church, is brought to life and conƟ nually nourished!
 Jesus will never divorce His Bride, and He will never 
seek any other bride.  As we remain in the Faith, in the Church, 
we remain also the Bride of Christ.  We may look at our own 
families and sorrow that there are only two of us--we may 
look at our home town and tremble to think we may be the 
only one saved from there--but our Lord warned us it would 
be so.  Nevertheless, thanks be to God that His good Word 
and Spirit have called us, returned us to our Lord, clothed 
us with the wedding garment of His righteousness in Holy 
BapƟ sm, and fed us with the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
Holy Communion.  Heaven is ours, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
our Bridegroom!

FRIDAY, APRIL 6: LAMENTATIONS 2:8-15             GOOD FRIDAY
 

Jeremiah wept over Jerusalem.  The Babylonians had reduced her 
to rubble.  Her nobles were carried away and her prophets found 
no genuine visions from the Lord because of their unfaithfulness.  
Everything was now mourning.  Bystanders mocked, saying, “Is 
this the city that is called the perfecƟ on of beauty, the joy of the 
whole earth?” (v. 15)  God had forsaken Israel because Israel had 
forsaken Him.

         But God would not uƩ erly forsake His people.  He would 
sustain a faithful remnant in capƟ vity.  Jerusalem would be rebuilt 
aŌ er the Ɵ me of capƟ vity.  The Father’s total wrath over sin would 
be directed at Christ.

Today, then, our Lord, shoulders the enƟ re sin of a fallen world.  
He endures the fi ery, hellish torment as He suī ers the just 
punishment for our oī enses upon the cross.  From the cross He 
cries out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are 
You so far from helping Me, and from the words of My groaning?” 
(Ps. 22:1)

         Today we do well to weep before a stripped altar.  We 
weep, though, not for Jesus, but for ourselves.  For “He was 
wounded for our transgression, He was bruised for our iniquiƟ es.” 
(Is. 53:5)  SƟ ll, let not the mourning of this day overwhelm the 
joy.  Jesus did all things for our salvaƟ on, for “by His stripes we are 
healed.” (Is. 53:5)  When He cries out, “It is fi nished,” the price is 
paid; sin is atoned for; Satan is defeated; and death is done.  God 
will raise Him from the dead declaring that we are jusƟ fi ed and 
forgiven.



SATURDAY, APRIL 7: ISAIAH 52:13-15          HOLY SATURDAY

 Our Lord’s visage was indeed “marred more than any 
man, and His form more than the sons of men.” (v. 14)  How they 
wept–those who held the features of His baƩ ered and bloody 
corpse.  His cold, limp body was uƩ erly defeated.  But His defeat 
was His victory, and ours.  For His cry, “It is fi nished,” was the cry 
of redempƟ on for sinners. 

Jesus died and was buried.  Satan seemed to have his day.   
Then He descended into hell, not as a defeated vicƟ m, but as 
conquering hero.  So we confess in the Formula of Concord, “The 
enƟ re person, God and man, aŌ er the burial descended into hell, 
conquered the devil, destroyed the power of hell, and took from 
the devil all his might.” (Jacobs, p. 643)

The grave has no power over our Lord.  Easter will bring the 
discovery that the tomb is empty, that the Suī ering Servant is 
“exalted and extolled” and is “very high.” (v. 13)  So it is for us.  
Christ suī ers, dies, is buried, descends into hell, and then rises so 
that He might “sprinkle many naƟ ons” (v. 15) with the water of 
Holy BapƟ sm, plunging us into His blessed death and tomb where 
there is rest.  For ChrisƟ ans, what else is the grave other than the 
body’s resƟ ng place in Jesus’ grave? It is the place where the body 
awaits its rising, for if, through bapƟ sm, “we have been united 
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in 
the likeness of His resurrecƟ on.” (Rm. 6:5)

 

And when my spirit fl ies away, 

Thy dying words shall be my stay.

Thy cross shall be my staī  in life, 

Thy holy grave my rest from strife.  (TLH 148:6)

TUESDAY, APRIL 24: ISAIAH 30:19-26       MISERICORDIA DOMINI

“Yet your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, 
But your eyes shall see your teachers.  Your ears shall hear a 
word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ Whenever 
you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the leŌ .” 
Isaiah 30:20b-21

 Israel had a problem.  Can you believe it?  They hadn’t 
been listening to faithful teachers of the word!  Instead, they’d 
told them to “get out of the way, turn aside from the path” 
(v. 11).  Yes, someƟ mes, the problem is false teachers.  But 
other Ɵ mes, the problem is a false laity who will not give ear 
to faithful teachers!

 Jesus Himself, of course, is the great fulfi llment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy.  He taught as one having authority, not 
as the scribes.  And whether people received His words, or 
responded with “this is a hard saying, who can bear it?” and 
walked away, Jesus never wavered.  “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by Me.”  In other 
words, “This is the way, walk in it.”

 And, by the grace of God, we have been given Pastors 
who know what to do in the pulpit.  They don’t give pep-talks 
or do stand-up comedy.  They say to you, “this is the way--
repentance and forgiveness of sins in the Name of Jesus--walk 
in it!”  God grant us ongoing repentance, and a faith that ever 
walks in the hope of eternal life for the sake of our crucifi ed 
and risen Lord!



MONDAY, APRIL 23: MICAH 2:12-13         MISERICORDIA DOMINI

“I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather 
the remnant of Israel.” Micah 2:12a     
   

 The Lord promises:  He will gather His Israel.  He even 
promises in verse 13, “they shall make a loud noise because 
of so many men.”  It is easy for us to feel like Elijah with his “I 
alone am leŌ ” prayer.  And yet, we are not alone (as Elijah also 
discovered!)  The Lord will gather His Israel, and they will be 
no small handful. 

 St. MaƩ hew shows us this, beginning already with 
Jesus’ genealogy.  He is Israel, reduced to one.  He calls the 
Twelve, a new Israel.  One of them fails, of course, and so the 
remaining Eleven prayerfully select St. MaƩ hias to take His 
place.  For a New Israel, it has to be Twelve!  

 Who is this “remnant” of Israel?  The sons of Abraham 
aren’t necessarily those who are of the blood-line of Abraham, 
but rather those who are of the faith of Abraham!   Abraham 
was prepared to sacrifi ce his “son of promise,” Isaac, in the 
confi dence that the Lord could raise him from the dead.  Now, 
we share the faith of Abraham, confi dent that God has indeed 
raised from the dead His own Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
 The Christ who conquered death and the grave can 
certainly conquer the challenging circumstances the Church 
faces today.  He will gather the remnant--and blessed are we, 
for we are numbered among them, by grace, through faith in 
the death and resurrecƟ on of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

 

FROM THE PROPERS FOR THE 
FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD

THE HOLY GOSPEL          ST. MARK 16:1-8 (NKJV)
 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary 

the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might 

come and anoint Him.  Very early in the morning, on the fi rst day of 

the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.  And they 

said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door 

of the tomb for us?”  But when they looked up, they saw that the 

stone had been rolled away; for it was very large.  

 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a 

long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  But 

he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucifi ed. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where 

they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples; and Peter; that He is going 

before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.”

 So they went out quickly and fl ed from the tomb, for they 

trembled and were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for 

they were afraid.

THE COLLECT
Almighty God, who through Thine only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

hast overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life, 

we humbly beseech Thee that as Thou dost put into our minds good 

desires, so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good 

effect; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world with-

out end.  



MONDAY, APRIL 9: HOSEA 13:14         EASTER MONDAY

“I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I 
will be your destrucƟ on! Pity is hidden from My eyes .”

We live in the already, but not yet reality. Already Christ 
is risen and rules eternally, but we do not yet see His glory 
fully revealed. Already we have eternal life, but we do not yet 
have its fullness.

Even though everything we know about the spiritual 
reality comes to us through our physical senses, we cannot 
perceive spiritual things by our senses. This confuses us. We 
want to feel, to hear, to smell. We are easily confused when we 
read the Psalm and hear how God will destroy our enemies. We 
think of terrorists, play-ground bullies, ambiƟ ous co-workers, 
and corrupt legislators. But God tells us our real enemies are 
sin, death, and the devil.

Christ Jesus has already conquered death by death, it is 
done. Yet we will sƟ ll have to pass through the door of death, 
short of Christ’s return in glory. When Jesus does return, death 
will be obliterated without pity. Why? Because we are God’s 
children, and God has no pity on the enemies of His children. 
He protects us at all cost as He showed by giving His Son to 
save us.

Suggested hymn: Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (TLH 
195, LSB 458)

Prayer: Keep us, Holy Spirit, who have come to the joy of 
resurrecƟ on unto eternal life; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

FROM THE PROPERS FOR MISERICORDIAS DOMINI

THE HOLY GOSPEL            St. John 10:11-16 (NKJV)
 “I am the good shepherd. " e good shepherd gives His life for 
the sheep.  But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
# ees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them.   " e hireling 
# ees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.  I 
am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My 
own.  As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay 
down My life for the sheep.  And other sheep I have which are not 
of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and 
there will be one # ock and one shepherd.”

THE COLLECT
God, who by the humiliation of " y Son did raise up the fallen world, 
grant unto " y faithful ones perpetual gladness, and those whom 
" ou has delivered from the danger of everlasting death do " ou 
make partakers of eternal joys;  through the same Jesus Christ, " y 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with " ee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end.  



SATURDAY, APRIL 21: ISAIAH 42:10-17             QUASIMODO GENITI

 God’s called and ordained men go forth as His prophets-
priests-kings in His Oĸ  ce of the Holy Ministry. He instructs them 
and uses their tongues to proclaim His message of salvaƟ on 
to wandering, hungering, thirsƟ ng, and lost souls across the 
face of this spiritually desolate Earth, from the inlands to the 
coastlands. Faithful servants of the Lord proclaim His pure Law 
and Gospel; they are His mouth-piece to the people. Such was 
Isaiah to the Israelites.

 What is the response? The faithful respond with hearts 
of thanksgiving and praise for what the Lord has made known 
to them as He has called them by their name to be His very 
own. They respond with gratefulness for the cuƫ  ng Law and 
healing Gospel delivered from him who comes in the name of 
Lord to bring light to their darkness.

 God takes care of His people. He leads them forth with 
an unwavering arm of strength, laying enemies low, providing 
fooƟ ng and stability every step of this tumultuous journey. 
He straightens the crooked paths and leads the blind into 
the joy of light. And He does this through His called pastors 
who proclaim nothing other than the Messiah, the One who 
fulfi lled all of this for the Israel of old and the Israel of today—
the faithful Church.

 The Messiah has come to bring the Gospel light to the 
GenƟ les. While the heathen call upon their deaf and mute 
idols, God’s people call upon Him, and He answers them.

 Call upon your Lord and trust in Him to deliver you. He 
shall not forsake you nor mislead you!

TUESDAY, APRIL 10: EZEKIEL 21:25-27        EASTER TUESDAY

How patheƟ c it is that poliƟ cians quote the Scriptures 
when it suits them and holler “SeparaƟ on of church and 
state!” when condemned by them. Socialists claim the early 
church was socialist, while working to rid themselves of 
religion. Peace, peace, people cry as they make themselves 
enemies of God. We too are prone to twisƟ ng God’s word. Sex 
outside of holy marriage is wrong unƟ l we are tempted and 
then it is simply the result of how we have been treated and 
beyond our control. CoveƟ ng is wrong when eyes are on what 
we have, but a statement of unfairness when we covet.

Yes, human beings place themselves on Christ’s throne. 
We want to sit in judgment of God’s word. “Spare the rod and 
spoil the child” is said to be abuse, and “If it feels so good 
it can’t possibly be wrong.” We are all wicked princes whose 
iniquity will end. BeƩ er that it end now in repentance than 
later in destrucƟ on!

Christ the King has risen; we will not get rid of Him. 
Our only hope is to bow before Him and beg His mercy. And 
He is merciful. He died for us, we can be sure He does not 
wish to destroy us. The throne is His, and at His feet there 
is forgiveness. He is the risen Savior, and in His arms there is 
acceptance and the inheritance of eternal life.

Suggested Hymn: Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! (TLH 
191, LSB 463)

Prayer: Forgive us, Lord, for our rebellion. Fill us with the Holy 
Spirit so that we live for Your glory. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11: HAGGAI. 2:20-23   EASTER WEDNESDAY

“Hallelujah! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!” 
we cry. This is no empty wish, no leap of faith. This is reality, and we 
rejoice in it: “Hallelujah!”

Philosophers, like Pilate, would have us believe that we 
cannot know what truth is. ScienƟ sts would have us believe that 
ChrisƟ anity is a fairy tale. Literary CriƟ cs would have us learn social 
truths from the Scriptures and nothing more. Our culture would 
have us dismiss it as out of date and irrelevant. AŌ er all, that was 
so long ago, they didn’t even have the Internet!

But the Scriptures trace real, verifi able events. The lineage 
of Christ is traced from Adam. The promise to David that one that 
descended from his own body would rule forever is restated and 
fulfi lled. Nothing has change with regard to man’s sin. The true 
stories of the Bible are as shocking in the wickedness of man as 
anything on television today. Betrayal, deceit, conspiracy, murder, 
adultery, incest, and indescribable brutality are all presented as 
being common to mankind. Also presented is man’s helplessness to 
save himself. Man’s inability to save himself has not changed, and 
therefore neither has his need for the Savior.

Thankfully, God has given us a Savior who died for all the 
wickedness of mankind, and rose on account of our jusƟ fi caƟ on. 
This is reality. This is life. In this we rejoice with confi dence: 
Hallelujah! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

Suggested Hymn: Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense (TLH 206, LSB 741)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, always keep in our minds the truth of the 
resurrecƟ on that we do not doubt but believe unto eternal life. 
Amen.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20: ISAIAH 33:2-6                     QUASIMODO GENITI

 The great prophet Isaiah is leading his people in prayer 
to the Lord God Almighty concerning the enemy Assyrians 
who are at the gate of the Holy City. Begging for mercy, even 
though there is no merit on the part of the people, Isaiah with 
the faithful conƟ ngent pleads to the Lord in this urgent Ɵ me 
for His hand of protecƟ on. With war, certain plunder, and 
absolute destrucƟ on awaiƟ ng them at the hand of this cruel 
enemy, only God can intervene and save them. And when 
victory comes, it is the Lord who is honored and exalted, who 
gives them stability amidst their former lukewarm faithfulness.

 This prayer of Isaiah is Ɵ meless and therefore very 
appropriate for our world in these last days of sore distress 
when the poliƟ cal climate is rising and instability is increasing 
in one country aŌ er the next. It would behoove the faithful 
conƟ ngent of ChrisƟ ans to conƟ nually approach the Lord 
God in hearƞ elt prayer, begging Him for His protecƟ on and 
providence in these increasingly dangerous Ɵ mes—even 
within our own naƟ on.

 Isaiah states that the response of the grateful people 
to God’s unmerited blessings is one of true jusƟ ce and 
righteousness, of irreproachable conduct followed by a 
sancƟ fi ed manifestaƟ on in their daily lives to the Lord for all 
that He has accomplished for them. The people fear and honor 
the Lord, treasuring Him.

 This is sƟ ll the response of God’s people today as they 
gather in His Bride around His powerful Means of Grace; here 
His people manifest their faith in Him. Then they depart in 
Simeon’s peace, living their faith in God.



THURSDAY, APRIL 19: JONAH 4:1-11                QUASIMODO GENITI

 Not only was Jonah a reluctant prophet, but he is the 
one prophet who did not want his message to succeed in the 
purpose for which God had sent it. In his ethnic arrogance he 
wanted to fail so that he could see God’s wrath brought forth 
upon the Ninevites. Certainly this does not sound like a faithful 
prophet-priest-king of God, does it?

 Jonah reminds us that God’s called pastors are all sinners 
who themselves struggle with all manner of temptaƟ ons and 
prejudices. Indeed, faithful pastors—faithful undershepherds 
—can understand the trials of the sheep because they 
themselves also undergo the same treacherous and deadly 
aƩ acks from the sinful world, their own fl esh, and the devil--
the unholy trinity.

 Jonah lost perspecƟ ve. He did not see the Ninevites as 
worthy or deserving of salvaƟ on from the Lord. Such a curse 
also lives in the hearts of many ChrisƟ ans today who consider 
certain others as unworthy of the Gospel. Sneers and curses 
come forth from the mouths of God’s people upon those 
deemed undeserving; this should not be. For the promised 
Messiah of Genesis 3:15 fulfi lled in John 3:16 is not for a select 
ethnic or social group, but instead for all people--for the enƟ re 
human race.

 Amongst the many lessons that can be garnered from this 
text is the Lord’s pity shown upon the GenƟ le Ninevites and 
upon reluctant and arrogant Jonah. God in His mercy does not 
give sinners—including you and me—what we all deserve, but 
instead in His grace bestows upon us what we can never earn 
and certainly do not deserve--His Son, our Savior.

THURSDAY, APRIL 12: ZECHARIAH 6:9-15      EASTER THURSDAY

Jesus’ birth hardly impacted the people of His day. 
A few came looking for Him, a king killed babies, and some 
shepherds talked about it. Even Jesus’ ministry and death 
didn’t appreciably impact large numbers of people, they 
turned away, even against Him. Trends come and go. Despots 
commit murder. Human beings ignore important things. We 
yawn, and move on caught up with irritaƟ ons we have trouble 
leƫ  ng go of. The way we were treated by our parents, the 
drivers on the road who have no courtesy are the things that 
hold our aƩ enƟ on.

Jesus’ resurrecƟ on should have raƩ led people to the 
core. But the soldiers who guarded the tomb worried about 
being accused of failing in their duty, and the priests only 
thought to cover it up. Jesus appeared in history like a bud, a 
new branch on a tree small and seemingly insignifi cant. That 
bud grew and aī ects the enƟ re world even as scienƟ st now 
try to erase His name from the calendar.

For most people nothing has changed. But for those 
who take shelter beneath the Branch, He is the most signifi cant 
point of history. He is reality itself because He is the one by 
whom and for whom all things were made, Who died and rose 
for us. So the Branch has grown and people from afar come 
and build the Temple of the Lord.

Suggested Hymn: Built on the Rock the Church doth Stand 
(TLH 467, LSB 645)

Prayer: Holy Spirit, Lord of faith, grant us such joy in the 
resurrecƟ on that we cannot help but praise our God and 
Savior to others. Amen.



FRIDAY, APRIL 13: EZEKIEL 17:22-24           EASTER FRIDAY

It has been said, “The more things change, the more 
they remain the same.” Adam and Eve sought to be more 
in the image of God than they already were and lost it. At 
Babel the people sought to make a name for themselves and 
not be scaƩ ered, but they were scaƩ ered. At Jesus’ death 
the builders, that is the priests, rejected Christ and found 
themselves rejected by Him. To this day government presents 
itself in the place of God as the answer to everything and the 
harder human government tries, the more of a mess it makes.

Human government is even now dying and being laid 
low. Even now the government of Christ is growing. Ironically, 
Jesus does not call us to rebel against the governments that 
try to displace Him, but to submit to them! We do not serve 
two masters, but serve the other because we serve the One.

Christ is already ruling over us, and so we obey the 
governing authoriƟ es. The day will come when all government 
that stands against Him will be wiped out by His return in glory. 
But He is already established as King and rules all things for the 
good of the people He redeemed. He who rules all things see 
all things and keep us in all things so that the circumstances 
and events of our lives serve to keep us in true faith and draw 
the people around us.

Suggested Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia! (TLH 
199, LSB 457)

Prayer: King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, grant us humility to 
wait for Your appearing. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18: JONAH 3:1-10             QUASIMODO GENITI

 As he had spent three days and three nights in the belly 
of the great fi sh, so now Jonah would spend three days 
going through the massive Assyrian capital—spiritually dead 
Nineveh—proclaiming the message of the Lord God to those 
whom he and his naƟ ve Israelites despised and hated. The 
prophet’s proclamaƟ on was one seldom heard in today’s post-
modern and truly socialisƟ c-club churches in this naƟ on, for 
it contained damning Law so as to convict the people of their 
sins, and absolving Gospel so as to provide for them a cure 
from their spiritual cancer, raising them from death to new life 
in the promised coming Messiah.

 A Ɵ me period of forty days was proclaimed before 
destrucƟ on would befall Nineveh. By the working of the Holy 
Ghost through the pure Word, the Ninevites, from the greatest 
to the least, were convicted of their sin and earnestly begged 
for forgiveness--appropriately depicƟ ng the sincerity of their 
remorse and repentance by the use of sackcloth and ashes. 
God in His mercy and grace forgave these enemy outsiders 
of Israel and relented from the disaster that He had said He 
would bring upon them.

 Amongst the many lessons contained in this text, it is 
obvious that God desires all men to be saved and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth of Jesus the Messiah. Not only 
did Jonah learn this, but so did arrogant Israel, and so did the 
Ninevites themselves. This is another example of the blessing 
of God upon the naƟ on (city) that calls upon the name of the 
Lord.



TUESDAY, APRIL 17: JONAH 1:17–2:10            QUASIMODO GENITI

 In the midst of a tumultuous storm, Jonah was given safe 
haven in the belly of a great fi sh for three days and three nights 
(foreshadowing Jesus’ Ɵ me in the tomb centuries later). While 
this might not appear to be much for accommodaƟ ons, it 
proved to be the needed sanctuary that this reluctant prophet 
of God needed during the midst of his run away from God. You 
might say, though, that he jumped from the frying pan (the 
storm-tossed ship) into the fi re (the putrid and digesƟ ve juices 
of the stomach). On his own he could not escape his sin.

 Here in the fermenƟ ng, acidic, inferno-environment of 
the great fi sh, Jonah faced his sin against the Lord; the Law 
convicted him and he repented of his sin in this beauƟ ful 
prayer. And we might add, herein Jonah rejoiced that it 
was impossible to run away and hide from the merciful and 
gracious, omnipresent God!

 It is much the same as in the Sanctuary of the Lord in His 
Divine Service wherein He speaks to His people through His 
faithful called and ordained prophet-priest-king, proclaiming 
the Law in all of its severity in order to bring the sinful souls 
to their knees in repentance. It is at this point, when the 
confessional purging occurs, that the Absolving Gospel can be 
bounƟ fully applied with the result that the person is washed 
clean of all fi lth and dross. Changed in Christ, he can now go 
forth as His willing instrument of righteousness to live the 
sancƟ fi ed life he has been called to live from Holy BapƟ sm 
forth.

Saturday, April 14: Isaiah 44:21-28       Easter Saturday

We wonder what things will be like in Heaven. Will I 
fi nally be thin? Will I have a full head of hair? Will the shape of 
my eyes match? Will I be able to walk again? Will the stretch 
marks and the scars be gone?

We worry about such silly things and make asserƟ ons 
about life in Heaven as if we know the answers. In doing so we 
reveal just how much we are tangled up in the things of this 
world. 

All we know about Heaven is that we will be free of sin 
and sorrow, perfect and holy as God knows perfect and holy to 
be. We should rejoice that the fl abbiness of conceit will fi nally 
be gone, along with the scars of our sin and stretch marks of 
our perversions. Our mismatched hypocriƟ cal eyes will be 
beauƟ fully shaped and symmetrical in holy desires, and the 
lame legs of our will shall leap for joy.

Will we really rise? Will God remember to call even 
me from the grave? He tells us He will. We are holy to Him 
because He has crossed out our sins and the wounds of Christ 
remain even in His glorifi ed body to remind the Father of His 
children. God remembers us, and overlooks even our sins of 
worrying about the things of this world. He holds us dear as 
His holy children in Christ.

Suggested Hymn: Christ is Arisen (TLH 187, LSB 459)

Prayer: Lord, You have bloƩ ed out our transgressions; 
remember us and bring us to the fullness of joy in Your 
presence. Amen.



FROM THE PROPERS FOR QUASIMODOGENITI

THE HOLY GOSPEL          St. John 20:19-31 (NKJV)
 Then, the same day at evening, being the fi rst day of the 

week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them 

His hands and His side. 

 Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 

 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has 

sent Me, I also send you.”  And when He had said this, He breathed 

on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 

they are retained.” 

 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came.  The other disciples therefore said to 

him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in 

His hands the print of the nails, and put my fi nger into the print of 

the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 

 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 

Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood 

in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”  Then He said to Thomas, 

“Reach your fi nger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand 

here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His 

disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that believing you may have life in His name.

THE COLLECT
Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we who have celebrated the 

solemnities of the Lord’s resurrection may by the help of Thy grace, bring 

forth the fruits thereof in our life and conversation; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with Thee and the Holy 

Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  

MONDAY, APRIL 16: JONAH 1:1-16       QUASIMODO GENITI

 Running away from God and shirking His appointed 
responsibility, as Jonah tried to do, never works very well; sin 
will always follow you and fi nd you out.

 The reluctance of Jonah may remind us of numerous other 
people in both the Old and New Testaments who rebelled 
against the Lord or hesitated to follow His Word, and it may 
also be a mirror to us in our daily journey. But thankfully, God 
in His grace spares His children from uƩ er destrucƟ on.

 The storms He sends are meant not to damn us but to 
test us and strengthen us to humbly bow to His Word and will. 
Certainly there are days in which fear overtakes the fl esh and 
we fl ee for refuge in temporal hiding places like the boƩ om of 
a watery ship. But even then God in His mercy grants us the 
acidic stomach of a fi sh in which to contemplate our righƞ ul 
lot in Ɵ me and eternity. And then He graciously allows us 
to be spewed forth and given another new beginning as His 
redeemed servants.

 In the Sacrament of Holy BapƟ sm our Lord pours forth His 
cleansing blessing upon us so that we might be purged of all 
the fi lth of this world, so that we might be washed clean of the 
acid of sin and thus granted a fresh start, much as the sun rises 
anew each morning.

 Thanks be to God for confronƟ ng us with our rebellious 
nature—our sins, so that we might have the saving Gospel 
wash us clean, granƟ ng us a new day in which to live in Him.

 


