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MONDAY, MARCH 2: LUKE 13:1-17  REMINISCERE
 
Cyril of Alexandria, in the early fi fth century, said that 

the “fi g tree” in this passage represents the “synagogue of the 
Jews,” and this is pretty much the standard interpretation of the 
parable. The “certain man” who had planted the fi g tree in his 
vineyard, was God the Father, and “the keeper” of the vineyard 
was His Son, Jesus. The Father had become tired of waiting 
for the Jews to produce a crop of repentance and faith, and so 
is about to uproot them as His people. Jesus pleads for the fi g 
tree, for the Jews, that they be given a little more time, that is, 
that they be given the chance to embrace the gospel that He is 
bringing. 

Of course, from history we see that the extra year and 
the fertilizing did not have the desired effect. Cyril of Alexan-
dria said, “The Israelites, after our Savior’s crucifi xion, were 
doomed to fall into the miseries they deserved, Jerusalem be-
ing captured, and its inhabitants slaughtered by the enemy’s 
sword. Their houses would be burned with fi re, and even the 
temple of God demolished.” Cyril, was, of course, referring to 
the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

But our Lord still forgives. Our Lord forgives the Jew 
and the non-Jew. He forgives the murderer, the homosexual, 
and the idolater. He forgives the hypocrite, the arrogant, and 
the self-righteous. He forgives all who come, repent and be-
lieve. In what seems to be our very law-oriented gospel read-
ing today, Jesus says; “unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.”  But the good news for us, and the whole world, is that 
the inverse is true as well. If you repent you will all likewise 
live, live forever. Amen.

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4: JOHN 19:38-42         HOLY SATURDAY

The closeness of the tomb to the place of crucifi xion 
was important because the fast approaching sunset brought 
with it the beginning of the Sabbath day so the body had to be 
interred before sunset, when the Sabbath would start and no 
work could be done. Thus the third day of Jesus’ entombment 
begins with sundown on Saturday. 

John in verse 38 references all that had taken place dur-
ing Friday which closed with the crowds in Jerusalem fulfi lling 
the prophecy of Zechariah: “And I will pour out on the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 
pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom 
they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for 
an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over 
a fi rstborn.” and “On that day there shall be a fountain opened 
for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to 
cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.” 

Sadly, Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus, and even the 
disciples cowering in the upper room—do not fully appreciate 
that this second prophecy has been graciously fulfi lled with the 
sacrifi cing of the Lamb of God for the sin of the world. We un-
like these fi rst century believers look to the sunrise of Sunday 
with great hope and joy for we already “know the tomb cannot 
restrain” the Christ of God, for He is the “Holy One” of God 
Who shall not see decay in the grave nor languish in Sheol. 
This reality makes this day indeed a Holy Saturday, for the 
sunrise of our Lord and Redeemer fast approaches.



FRIDAY, APRIL 3: JOHN 19:25-37   GOOD FRIDAY

Jesus completed what He came to do, as evidenced by 
His fi nal loud cry of “It is fi nished!” As further proof of God’s 
providential control over all things the Christ “gave up His 
spirit.” Suggesting an act of will on His part as opposed to be-
ing “overtaken” by death. 

The Passover meal had been on Thursday evening, the 
day of Preparation is Friday, and the approaching Sabbath is 
the special high holy Sabbath of Passover. The Jews do not 
want bodies hanging on crosses on this day so they ask to have 
the legs broken to hasten death. Blood and water fl ow from 
Jesus’ pierced side as solemn testimony that Jesus is already 
dead, the result of the spear piercing the pericardium (the sac 
that surrounds the heart) and the heart itself. In this blood and 
water some see symbolism pointing to the Lord’s Supper and 
Baptism. John obviously considered the incident important, 
and comments that it was well attested. John is divinely in-
spired to record God’s ruling over of these events as the fulfi ll-
ment of Scripture. 

It was extraordinary that Jesus was the only one of the 
three whose legs were not broken and that He suffered an un-
usual spear thrust that did not break a bone. John tells us that 
all of this takes place that the Scripture might be fulfi lled. This 
reference to fulfi llment of Scripture is either to the Passover 
lamb of Exodus and/or to Psalm 34, which speaks of God’s 
care for the righteous in delivering him out of his affl ictions: 
“He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.” For Jesus 
is the Holy (Righteous) One of God Who is also the Lamb of 
God Who takes away the sin of the world.

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3: LUKE 14:25-35  REMINISCERE
 
Jesus talks about “hating” your family and carrying a 

cross, counting the cost and forsaking everything. “Hating” 
here means not loving your family more than loving Jesus but, 
Luke maintains an old term here in order to keep the “hard-
ness” of it. Unless you do these things you are not worthy to be 
His disciple. You don’t make the cut. This is hard stuff, not for 
the faint of heart. We have to be willing to lose or alienate our 
family and friends for the sake of the Gospel. 

Most people don’t mind if their worldly possessions 
are taken so long as the family is safe and together. But, Jesus 
says that we must be willing even to forsake our families for 
Him. It’s not easy to be abandoned or hated by our family and 
friends but, this is part of being the Church militant. And there 
is no option. There is no other kind of Church than the Church 
militant. Loyalty to our country cannot come before Christ. 

Part of bearing our cross is to be a fool in the world’s 
eyes and to speak openly and militantly about the faith. This is 
giving up everything, forsaking everything for Christ. Giving 
up your reputation as a reasonable, balanced person. Allow-
ing your family and friends and co-workers to think of you 
as obsessed because you ask them if they know the Gospel, if 
they know how to be saved. This reputation that we lose here 
because of our devotion to Christ will be replaced someday 
with a reputation for having been a loyal and devoted son and 
brother. You will be looked on as a strong and courageous sis-
ter or brother in the heavenly kingdom. Amen.

 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4: LUKE 15:11-32   REMINISCERE
 
The real core of God’s being, the real center of His heart 

is what we see here in this parable. The father in this parable 
represents God, and so we see how God really acts. It says the 
father gave the son food and clothing and celebrated, and most 
of all, made him his son again. The father didn’t care what 
the son had done. He didn’t care about all the sorted details, 
the humiliating and pathetic things the son had done. I’m sure 
that the father didn’t even want to hear about them, not that he 
wouldn’t if the son needed to confess each one of them, but 
that the father did not see it as necessary. 

The son whom he had loved had come back to him. All 
was forgiven. The father would never bring it up again. As far 
as he was concerned, that person who went off and lived that 
sinful life was another person. 

And this is really the way God feels about us when we 
come to Him in repentance. The difference, of course, is that 
God really knows all of your sins. He knows about everything 
you try so desperately to hide. But, God does not care what 
the sin is. He forgives it all. He buries it and never brings it up 
again. With God there really is always a fresh start. He doesn’t 
grudgingly forgive. He doesn’t say, “alright, you messed up 
again. I suppose I have to take you back.” No. God is the fa-
ther in this parable, embracing us, kissing us, restoring us as if 
nothing had ever happened. That is what our God is really like. 
That is the core of Who He really is. Amen.

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2: JOHN 19:13-24   MAUNDY THURSDAY

The opening verse of today’s text refers to the Jews’ 
threatening of Pilate with the taunt that if he does not condemn 
Jesus he is no friend or supporter of Roman authority. Pilate 
tests their resolve to reject God and His chosen Christ with the 
proclamation of “Behold your King!” With this challenge Pi-
late speaks more truly than he, by his mocking words, intends. 
The Jewish leaders and the crowd show their resolve to resist 
God and His word with “We have no king but Caesar.” The 
powerfully ironic truth expressed in this exchange is that they 
have rejected the true heavenly God of their fathers in favor of 
the earthly idol of the pagan world around them. This is the sad 
rebellious confession that continues among so many outside 
(and ironically within) the organized “church” today. 

The worshiping of the golden calf continues as will the 
judgment of God upon such idolatry. They rejected any sugges-
tion that they were rebels against Rome, but freely expressed 
the truth of their true spiritual condition. The Christ stands in 
stark contrast to this heterodoxy that wants to claim to be or-
thodoxy. Jesus dies, as He has lived, fulfi lling His Father’s will 
according to the Scriptures; He dies a real human death, mind-
ful of the parental ties that bind Him to humanity, suffering hu-
man pain—but He dies as the divine Good Shepherd Who lays 
down His life of His own accord. 

Pilate’s “What I have written I have written” presents 
God’s governance of history as the stubbornness of the Ro-
man governor, weary of altercations with a people he does not 
respect and cannot understand, ensures the proclamation of the 
truth. Nathanael’s confession at the beginning of Jesus’ min-
istry fi nds a strange echo at its close: “You are the King of 
Israel!”

 



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1: JOHN 19:1-12      HOLY WEDNESDAY

Jew and Gentile both take part (arguably become allies) 
in the struggle against God and share the guilt and condem-
nation of rejecting God’s Christ. Pilate, representative of the 
Gentile world, holder of a power given him from above, cho-
sen to be custodian of God’s wrath upon the wrongdoer, will 
not use that power to protect the Man whose innocence he has 
thrice attested. The divinely appointed guardian of truth and 
justice shrugs off his responsibility with a skeptical, “What is 
truth?” and consents to the unjustifi ed crucifi xion of the incar-
nate grace and truth of God. In doing this he aligns himself 
with the Jewish religious authorities and their rejection of their 
duty to proclaim and uphold God’s truth before the world. 

Verse 11 presents Jesus’ last words to Pilate which di-
vinely confess that all power comes from God. All earthly au-
thority comes ultimately from God. Judas and/or Caiaphas car-
ried the greater sin than Pilate, but “greater” implies that there 
was a lesser sin, so Pilate’s sin was also real. Sin is sin, and no 
amount of symbolic hand washing or rationalizing can wash 
away its stain—only repentance and faith by grace can offer 
absolution and deliverance from its judgment. 

The world united in a sinful attempt to overcome the 
Light, and Pilate spoke far “truer” than he knew when he pre-
sented the scourged and thorn-crowned King of the Jews, robed 
in purple, with the words, “Behold the man.” He is indeed the 
man, not the Jew merely, but the Man on Whom the sin of man-
kind is visited, in Whom the hope of the world lies hid.

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5: LUKE 16:10-18   REMINISCERE
 
The main theme of this passage is the assessment of pri-

orities for the believer. As we know, possessions are not wick-
ed of themselves, but what is important is the use we make of 
them. To squander possessions that are yours and ultimately 
God’s, is not just to waste those things but also to be unfaithful 
to God. It is also failing to discipline oneself to be the best dis-
ciple one can be. People like this display a pattern of behavior. 
Those who tend to misuse little things or earthly things tend to 
do so with heavenly treasures. 

A man who loves his motorcycle or snowmobile or 
whatever out of propriety often will be neglectful with regard 
to the Word and Sacraments. The true treasures of this life are 
the mysteries of God, those things which give eternal life. Pos-
sessions can be used faithfully to advance the kingdom of God 
or they can become idols drawing us away from Christ, draw-
ing us away from Word and Sacraments, drawing us away from 
Him Who should be the paramount focus of our lives. 

God’s calculus, His valuation of things is much differ-
ent than the world’s. We are to conform ourselves to His sys-
tem of values so that we may share eternity’s blessings with 
Him. “O children of Adam, buy for yourselves those things 
that do not pass away, by means of those temporary things that 
are not yours!” 

Lord, God, help us to be faithful in all that we do and 
with all we possess that we may honor you each day of our 
lives. Amen.

 



FRIDAY, MARCH 6: LUKE 17:1-10   REMINISCERE
 
Aren’t we supposed to be offensive in some ways to 

the world? Isn’t Christianity itself an offence? Yes. And yes 
there are different ways in which people are offended. Offend-
ing others with our bad breath or lack of fashion style is cer-
tainly not what this passage is talking about. If people reject 
the Church because of some trivial point like that then the sin 
cannot be laid at our doorstep. But, these are not the types of 
offences that are here talked about by our Lord. 

He’s talking to his disciples about causing offence in 
what doctrines they teach or by what lifestyles they live or by 
lack of Christlike love. Jesus in the previous chapters had been 
hammering the Pharisees for these sorts of offences. Certain 
doctrines (or teachings) that they taught were preventing the 
sinners in their society from coming to repentance and faith. 
How do we as Lutherans avoid giving such offences? By not 
holding to false and innovative doctrines and practices. And 
not tolerating false teachings and practice among our fellow 
believers. 

It is not alright if people hold different views on how 
somebody is saved, or whether the Holy Spirit is a person or 
not, or whether Jesus is really present in the Sacrament of the 
Altar or not. We cannot tolerate heresy in our midst. It is a 
deadly poison that will destroy the Church. We must gently 
and kindly restore our wayward brothers and sisters and, in this 
way we avoid being a party to the offence of schism or Church 
division. May our Lord grant us success. Amen.

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 31: JOHN 18:19-40          HOLY TUESDAY

Jesus answers questions about His doctrine and practice 
by simply pointing to those who have heard and seen Him as a 
clear testimony of His word and life—may we by God’s grace 
be so steadfast in our walk and speech as His disciples that 
we can likewise point to our own life with such confi dence 
of its confession. Even the kind of death he was going to die 
made a clear confession. Jewish execution was by stoning, but 
Jesus’ death was to be by crucifi xion, whereby he would bear 
the curse. The Romans, not the Jews, had to put Jesus to death. 
God was overruling in the whole process. The crucifi xion ful-
fi lls His prediction that He would be “lifted up,” for this was 
the Roman form of punishment, while stoning was the Jewish 
form of punishment for blasphemers. 

In spite of Christ’s unwavering life and doctrine Pilate 
asks “What is truth?” This is the same excuse the world still 
uses for its rejection of Christ. Pilate may have been jesting, 
and meant, “What does truth matter?” Or he may have been 
serious, and meant, “It is not easy to fi nd truth. What is it?” 
Either way, it was clear to him that Jesus was no rebel and there 
was no basis for a charge against Him. Teaching the truth was 
not (and is not) a criminal offense. 

It is not only His nation that seeks to kill the King and 
quench the Light: Judas, who became their willing tool, may 
have the greater sin, but the Gentile world, too, takes part in the 
struggle and shares the guilt. Jesus has come to bear witness to 
the truth of God that sets men free from the lust for being king 
or making kings—and for this goes to the cross.

 



MONDAY, MARCH 30: JOHN 18:1-18           HOLY MONDAY

In today’s text we are subtly reminded that the Son of 
Mary is also the Son of God for our salvation when John un-
der divine inspiration records that Jesus was not taken by sur-
prise regarding any of the events presented. Thus Jesus is not 
surprised at being confronted by the betrayer in the fl esh and 
seeing in the friend who ate His bread the incarnation of the 
will of Satan. The quiet majesty with which Christ takes the 
initiative, goes to meet His captors, questions them and gives 
Himself into their hands has a shattering effect on them. They 
came expecting to arrest a meek peasant and instead were met 
in the dim light by a majestic person. 

He loves His own to the end; the Good Shepherd goes 
freely into death in order that His fl ock may live—and He re-
mains to the end the obedient Son who cannot but drink the cup 
of suffering which the Father has given Him. Jesus, knowing 
all that would happen to Him, came forward and said to them, 
“Whom do you seek?” Judas and the mob have come to take 
the Lamb of God to His slaughter that will atone for sin. So 
Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given Me?” 

Our gracious Lord’s commitment to redeem us from our 
sin stands in stark contrast to Peter’s denial of our Redeemer. 
Jesus continues to be denied by His called people even today, 
yet He as our long suffering Lord continues to be faithful in 
His redemptive work as our Mediator unto eternity.

 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7: LUKE 18:1-8  REMINISCERE
 
Persistent, resilient faith, that is what is in view here. 

We could get sidetracked by the details in the parable, how 
many prayers, how forceful, how long etc.. These things are 
not the focus however. “Prayer” is used here as evidence for 
persistent, resilient faith. 

Prayer isn’t a magic incantation that if said in the right 
sequence, or for the right length of time, or the right method 
will force God to grant one’s wishes. Prayer is a continual ex-
ercise of one’s trust in the God Who will make all things right 
and make all thing new. Prayer is a demonstration of one’s con-
tinued trust in God. 

This is why prayer is a regular part of our liturgical 
worship. We maintain such prayers in the Divine Service and 
other offi ces to help the faithful Christian offer prayers of wor-
ship regularly. When Jesus returns, the passage asks if He will 
fi nd the faith still on the earth? Of course this does refer to the 
Christian faith, but it is asking if there will be persistent, resil-
ient Christian faith? Will there be faith that stands up to perse-
cution, heresy and apathy? Of course there will be, but it will 
get more and more rare before the end. Let us remain steadfast 
in the faith, praying and resisting the corruption of the world. 
Many calling themselves the Church do not resist the world. 
Instead they embrace it. Lord give us the strength to shun the 
spirit of the age and rely on You in prayer.



MONDAY, MARCH 9: LUKE 18:15-30    OCULI
 
“Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, ‘Good Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?’” Luke 18:18

        “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” It’s a good ques-
tion, mostly. How many people bee-bop through this life, giv-
ing nary a care to eternal matters? At least this man cares.

         Two phrases are worth noticing. “Good Teacher,” and 
“what shall I do?” They point to two possible answers: one law, 
the other gospel. Jesus invites the gospel answer: “Why do you 
call me good?,” for none is good but God. As if to say, “You 
called me good! So are you calling me God? Is this faith I’m 
hearing here?” Alas, no. He was just being polite.

         That leaves the law answer: Keep all the command-
ments. He claims to have done this…which is laughable, but 
he has himself convinced. Jesus would lead him to see the fu-
tility of relying on his own perfection: “Go, sell all.” The law 
crushes him, and he leaves.

         The law does that to us too. But hear the gospel! This 
Jesus, Who is good, Who is God, has died on the cross for your 
sins. Rely for your salvation not on your own perfection, but 
upon His, and upon His perfect sacrifi ce for your sins.

“Oh Lord, grant me to long for the life of the world to come, 
and grant me to trust not in my own works or merits, but in 
Christ alone, to receive this. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”
 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28:  JOHN 13:16-38             JUDICA

Let us pray:  Lord Christ, my Savior, You offer Yourself to 
me in the Holy Supper of Your Body and Blood. Prepare me to re-
ceive You worthily in faith, that I would receive the forgiveness of 
sins, life, and salvation that you provide in this blessed sacrament. 
Lead me by Your Word and Spirit to examine myself in truth while 
I contemplate and answer these questions:
1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?
2. How do you know this?
3. Are you sorry for your sins?
4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
5. Do you hope to be saved?
6. In whom then do you trust?
7. Who is Christ?
8. How many Gods are there?
9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
10. Did the Father also die for you?
11. How do you know this?
12. What are the Words of Institution?
13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are 
in the Sacrament?
14. What convinces you to believe this?
15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, 
and in this way receive His pledge?
16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?
17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your 
sins?
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the 
Sacrament frequently?
20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and 
have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

I beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon 
me, that by Thy great goodness I may be governed and pre-
served evermore both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, 
my Lord. Amen.



FRIDAY, MARCH 27:  JOHN 12:20-50             JUDICA

“And I know that His command is everlasting life.”

The Word of God is a word of power. Whatever God 
speaks, His Word contains the power to make that Word ef-
fective. Even as God commanded the heavens and the earth to 
be formed and it was so, every Word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God accomplishes God’s purpose.

What a comfort, then, it is to know that God’s ultimate 
command is eternal life for the Christian! This knowledge is 
truly the key to understanding the entirety of God’s Word. His 
Word of Law, which announces His demands upon man’s life 
and pronounces His judgment upon any one who fails to meet 
these demands, does indeed bring death to the sinner. But God 
speaks this Word so that its power might put to death the Old 
Adam within each of us, so that he no longer lives within us. 
Then God speaks His Word of Gospel, the power of which rais-
es up the New Man of faith. In this new life we are made able 
to believe, observe, and be blessed according to those things 
He has commanded. This is His ultimate purpose for His ulti-
mate Word, that His command of eternal life might be brought 
to fruition in the lives of all whom He has chosen in Christ, 
and continues to preserve in Christ through His powerful, life-
giving Word!

We pray: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully 
to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness we may 
be governed and preserved evermore both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

TUESDAY, MARCH 10: LUKE 19:1-40    OCULI
 
“‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Luke 19:38
 
         Our Lord enters Jerusalem, and the people cry out to 
Him: “Blessed is (He) Who comes in the Name of the Lord!”  
But just yesterday we saw that He is true God. True God is 
everywhere. So why fi ght the masses in the crowded city? 
Why not go out on a lake or into a nice meadow and cry out, 
“Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord!”? The 
answer seems obvious: You don’t go just anywhere. You go 
where the Savior locates Himself to give us salvation! So they 
go to Jerusalem, and as He is about to come among them, they 
chant this song.

         And we do the same thing! As the Divine Service un-
folds, fi rst, we receive the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon. And 
then, as He is about to come among us in His Body and Blood 
on the altar, we too welcome Him by chanting “Blessed is He 
Who comes in the Name of the Lord.” And unlike many of the 
unwise among whom we live, we know better than to claim 
that we can do this “just as well” out on the lake in a fi shing 
boat. We know to go where our Lord locates Himself in His 
body and blood…where He promises to be giving Himself to 
us for the forgiveness of sins.

“Lord Jesus Christ, I give You thanks that You do regularly 
give Yourself to me in the Holy Sacrament for the forgiveness 
of sins. Fill my heart with zeal to receive this saving gift often, 
for the nourishment of my soul. Amen.”



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11: LUKE 20:1—21:4   OCULI
 
“Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?” 
Luke 20:44
 
         Jesus has just turned away quite an array of those who 
would challenge His authority: Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
scribes. Then He really puts their heads to spinning: The teach-
ers of Israel expected that the Christ would be a descendant of 
David. But in the Psalms, David refers to this coming Christ as 
his Lord! So Jesus asks them how David’s Son could possibly 
also be David’s Lord…and nobody had any idea.

         It really doesn’t make any sense…unless the Christ is 
both true God and true Man, truly both David’s Creator and 
David’s procreation. This is exactly Who Jesus is, which in 
part accounts for the fact that the entire brain-trust of His op-
ponents fi nd themselves utterly unable to refute Him!

         Let us not try. We have all kinds of excuses and ratio-
nalizations for dodging Jesus’ claim on our lives. Repent of all 
of those. Instead, embrace Him Who, as true man was able to 
be your substitute, and as true God was infi nite and so able to 
offer up a sacrifi ce suffi cient to atone for the sin of the world! 
Through faith in Him, you have forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation.

“Lord Jesus Christ, I give You thanks for Who You are, and for 
what You have done for me. I repent of all my sins, and rejoice 
in the gift of Your forgiveness. Have mercy on me. Amen.”
 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 26:  JOHN 12:1-19              JUDICA

“But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death 
also.”

Down to the present day, zealots of false religions per-
secute the Christian faithful, even unto death. Often hatched by 
its chief teachers, the plot to destroy Christians becomes part 
and parcel of the religion itself. Out of hatred for the Christ, 
Whom they cannot destroy, and on account of the testimony 
to Christ’s gracious work that the Christian manifests in his 
daily life, the purveyors of false religion plot the demise of the 
faithful. Sometimes the aim is to rob the Christian of one of 
the greatest gifts that Christ gives--the very gift of life–but the 
ultimate goal of every false religion is to steal from the Chris-
tian the greatest of all gifts: eternal life through faith in Christ 
alone.

By God’s grace the chief priests were foiled in the effort 
to kill Lazarus. And, by God’s grace, we who are yet alive in 
this world have been preserved from hostilities at the hands of 
our enemies. Yet we must remain vigilant, for we Christians, 
like our brother Lazarus, have been raised from the dead by the 
Word of Christ. We stand as those in whom the work of Christ 
is manifest, having been baptized into Him and having been 
fi lled with Him when we feast upon His very fl esh and blood. 
By our life of faith and love we are a living testimony to Him 
and to the one true faith, even to the end of our lives in this 
world–and the beginning of eternal life with Him!

We pray: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully 
to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness we may 
be governed and preserved evermore both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25:  MARK 15:20-47             JUDICA

“And he laid Him in a tomb.”
 

It was courageous for Joseph of Arimathea to obtain the 
body of the crucifi ed Christ and to bury Him. This was an open 
testimony to the enemies of Jesus regarding his status as a disciple 
of Christ, marking himself as an easy target for persecution at the 
hands of the same people who delivered Jesus to death.

Even more, though, this act was a courageous witness 
before heaven and earth of his enduring faith in God. Joseph 
exemplifi es all Christians of the Old Testament, who were wait-
ing for God’s long-promised Messiah to come into the world. 
In all that Jesus said and did Joseph heard and saw the fulfi ll-
ment of God’s promises concerning the Christ. The signs that 
accompanied His fi nal hours of suffering, and the moment of 
His death upon the cross urged him to confess, like the Roman 
centurion, “Truly this was the Son of God.”

Perhaps Joseph did not understand fully at the time that 
it was a divine necessity for the Son of God to suffer and die 
for the sins of the world. But he did understand that suffering 
and death is part of the Christian life. Even in the midst of his 
sorrow, he continued to believe in God and faithfully carried 
out God’s commandments. He buried the dead body of Jesus 
like he would bury any other Christian, in the sure hope that 
God would raise Him up one day. He did not need to wait long 
to see that hope realized–and to realize that Christ’s resurrec-
tion is what gives the same hope to all who continue coura-
geously to believe!

We pray: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully 
to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness we may 
be governed and preserved evermore both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12: LUKE 21:37—22:38   OCULI
 
 “Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of 
them should be considered the greatest.” Luke 22:24
 
         How sad. And yet how typical of the Church and the 
people in it down through the ages. They weren’t arguing about 
who would get to be beheaded vs. who would have to die by 
being crucifi ed upside down, of course. They were thinking in 
terms of glory. Who would get to be looked upon as better than 
whom? Who would enjoy greater prestige? And they did this 
right after our Lord instituted the Holy Supper!

         Dear ones in Christ, think about what it means that our 
Lord gives us His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. 
It means not only that you are forgiven and you are His dearly 
loved child…it means that the guy three people down the com-
munion rail from you is too! Thus we pray at the conclusion of 
the Lord’s Supper that God would strengthen us “through this 
salutary gift in faith toward Thee, and in fervent love toward 
one another.”

         We say of ourselves “poor, miserable sinner.” Anything 
more than that is gift, grace, what God has worked in us and 
not what we have accomplished for ourselves. God grant us not 
only to rejoice in the gifts He has given us, but also to rejoice 
in the gifts He gives our brothers and sisters in Christ, and so 
to be graciously unconcerned to do anything but to be faithful 
toward God, and to serve one another in “fervent love.”
 
“Thank you, Lord, not only for saving me, but for saving my 
brothers and sisters in Christ as well. Grant us so to love one 
another, that we would be Your gifts to each other. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen.”
 
 



FRIDAY, MARCH 13: LUKE 22:39-71   OCULI
 
“So Peter went out and wept bitterly.” Luke 22:62
 
         Peter said he wouldn’t deny his Lord. Peter said he 
would die before he denied his Lord. Then, Peter denied his 
Lord…three times…twice before the fearsome interrogation 
of, well, a servant girl. No excuses, no “I was under a lot of 
stress” or “I was having a bad day” or “I only kinda sorta de-
nied Him.” No, Peter had just fl at blown it. He was guilty as 
sin, and he wept bitterly at his shameful failing.

         Have you ever had a moment like that? Most of us have, 
and we probably should have had more…moments we soft-
ened with our lying excuses about why our sin wasn’t so bad. 
Judas had a moment like that too, only he hung himself. So, 
two things to notice here:

         First, there’s a difference between the work of the Holy 
Spirit calling you to repentance, and the work of the devil tell-
ing you to give up hope. Do not listen to the devil. Jesus died to 
take your sins away. So for heaven’s sake, let Him have them. 
Second, you really do have a sin problem. So stay repentant. 
Stay trusting in Jesus’ death on the cross for your sins. Repen-
tantly and faithfully trusting in Him, stay forgiven. The arms of 
His mercy do ever remain open to you.

“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, have mercy on us 
as You had mercy on St. Peter.  Grant us such joy in the gift of 
Your forgiveness that we sincerely lament our sins, and by the 
help of Your Holy Spirit, grant us to amend our sinful lives. 
Amen.”
 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 24:  MARK 15:1-19               JUDICA

“It is as you say.”

Pontius Pilate asks Jesus about His identity, “Are You 
the King of the Jews?” And Jesus gives these words as His 
answer: “It is as you say.” At fi rst glance, this appears to be 
an indirect answer to a direct question. Certainly, the answer 
given here is less direct than Jesus’ invocation of the divine 
name, “I am,” to describe Himself on other occasions. Yet, Je-
sus’ answer could not be more direct, for what He said was di-
rected straight to the heart of Pilate. Answering the question in 
this way, Jesus was turning the question back to the questioner, 
seeking Pilate’s own response to the question of Jesus’ identity. 
By his response to the question Pilate would reveal what he 
believes in his heart about the identity of Jesus–and whether 
this King of the Jews is his King and Savior.

“It is as you say.” The answer that Jesus gives to Pilate’s 
question speaks to the vital importance of one’s confession of 
the divinely-revealed truth. Jesus is the King of the Jews--the 
Savior of God’s people--and that remains true no matter how 
many men might deny it. What does matter is whether a man 
acknowledges the truth that God has revealed by His Word and 
through His Spirit about salvation from sin and death through 
faith in His Son. As it was for Pilate, so it is for any man, “It is 
as you say. . . . For with the heart one believes unto righteous-
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 
(Romans 10:10).

We pray: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully 
to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness we may 
be governed and preserved evermore both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.



MONDAY, MARCH 23:  MARK 14:32-72             JUDICA

“The spirit indeed is willing, but the fl esh is weak.”
 

With regard to spiritual powers, the fl esh is weak in-
deed. In truth, it is powerless. We are conceived and born with 
a fl esh inherited from our fallen father Adam, and it is one that 
is utterly corrupted by sin and spiritually dead. This is a truth 
that the Small Catechism confesses: “I cannot by my own rea-
son or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 
him.”  Thanks be to God, Who graciously brings life to the 
dead! Through His Gospel God raises this dead fl esh to life by 
the same divine power that raised His Son, Christ Jesus, from 
the dead, breathing into us the Spirit of Life, His Holy Spirit. 

Yet this fl esh remains weak.  It remains powerless even 
after we are called to faith by the Gospel. This is exemplifi ed 
by Peter, James, and John, who were the inner circle among 
Jesus’ disciples, whose physical weariness at a time of spiritual 
crisis in the Garden of Gethsemane symbolizes the fl esh’s utter 
inability to sustain itself. All Christians are totally dependent 
upon God throughout our lives for spiritual life.

Thanks be to God that His Spirit is willing indeed! The 
Holy Spirit not only calls us to faith, but also continuously 
calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifi es, and keeps us in the one 
true faith. Through His Baptism, Absolution, and Supper, God 
gives new life to the fl esh, daily and richly forgiving sins and 
assuring believers of eternal life in body and soul in glory for-
ever.

We pray: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully 
to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness we may 
be governed and preserved evermore both in body and soul; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14: LUKE 23:1-25    OCULI
 
“But they shouted, saying, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’” Luke 
23:21
 
         “Why does God let this happen? What good can ever 
come of it?” Have you ever asked this sort of question? Some-
thing terrible happens…maybe some horrifi c world news 
event, maybe some personal life catastrophe…but whatever it 
was, it made you wonder: Such an evil. It just doesn’t seem 
like God should have allowed it.

         There is no greater evil conceivable than that people 
would cry out for the crucifi xion of the holy, innocent, perfect 
Son of God. What a total miscarriage of any form of justice 
whatsoever! It’s as sinful and as wrong as it gets…and yet by 
means of this, God brings about the sacrifi ce that accomplishes 
the salvation of the world.

         So too you should know: God does not just “work 
around” the evils that transpire in your life. He co-opts them, 
and uses sometimes the most awful things to bring about His 
will, and His saving good purposes in your life and in the lives 
of others.

         They cry “crucify Him,” and crucify they did…on Good 
Friday. Rejoice that God’s will is done, even by way of the 
wickedness of man. Rejoice, for in Christ the unjustly crucifi ed 
One, your sins are forgiven you.

“Lord God heavenly Father, grant me grace to bear the injus-
tices that are done against me, just as Your Son has suffered 
unjustly on account of me and my sin, and given me eternal 
life. Amen.”



MONDAY, MARCH 16: LUKE 23:26-56          LAETARE
 
Luther cautions against having a morbid Lent, one in 

which we—like the women of Jerusalem—weep over Jesus 
and what He suffers in such a way that we pity Him when, 
really, we are the ones in need of being pitied. Considering 
the burden that He, the green tree, bears, how will a tree that 
is dried out and brittle from sin going to fare when it is under 
such trial? Neither the inhabitants of Jerusalem in its coming 
fall four decades later, nor the disciples who will scatter in a 
matter of hours, nor we who live in relative peace are able to 
withstand by our own powers or merit the fi ery darts of the 
devil, the cares and pleasures of the world, and the corrupt 
thoughts, words, and deeds that bubble up constantly from our 
own sinful fl esh.

 
The key to not having an unholy fi xation upon the wrong 

things in Lent is to see that the very thing Jesus says to these 
women—“Weep not for Me, but for yourselves and for your 
children”—is something that He has already done Himself. He 
has already wept over Jerusalem. He has already pitied Zion. 
His gut was wrenched over His nation, dying in their sins. 
He, therefore, redirects them to consider what the real tragedy 
would be: their staying attached to the shadows that prefi gured 
Him (the Temple and its worship) instead of clinging to His 
Body that cast those shadows. (Col. 2:16-17)

 
In this way we understand the rest of this chapter. From 

the cross Jesus both dispenses and earns the forgiveness of 
sins, which means life with Him in Paradise. The veil in the 
Temple is torn in two, as the Crucifi ed Christ is the Throne of 
Grace, by Whom we have access to the Father forever.

 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21: MARK 14:1-31          LAETARE
 
The scattering of the disciples reminds us of what our 

relationship to Jesus is: we are the sheep; He is the Shepherd. 
When we look at the cowardice displayed by the disciples, we 
might fantasize that we would do better, since we live after the 
crucifi xion and after the resurrection. In sober-thinking mo-
ments, though, we know that our fl esh is no less troubled than 
theirs was with thoughts of earthly security and comfort. If our 
Shepherd were smitten, we would scatter.

 
Only by the grace of God in Christ can we stand and 

stay—as these scattered ones later would do. His grace has en-
lightened us by the Gospel, so that we see that our Shepherd 
was smitten for our iniquities, punished so that we could have 
peace with God. Thus, even in His being stricken He was act-
ing as our Shepherd. Shepherded by the slain Lamb Who is 
risen from the dead, there neither was, nor is, reason for us to 
scatter. When we suffer the assaults of the devil today, these 
cannot separate Him from shepherding us; we are kept through 
faith in the obedience, suffering, and death of Jesus.

 
Our enemies still try this same tactic, nonetheless, to-

day. They try to strike at our Shepherd—and the shepherds He 
appoints over us—so that we will abandon Jesus by abandon-
ing the sound teaching that our pastor brings to us. Thanks be 
to God that He has given us His clear and wholesome Word 
and His Church’s Confessions that declare it, so that we know 
always to embrace that Word proclaimed by our shepherds, be-
ing gathered by it to partake rightly in the body and blood of 
our Shepherd, offered for us so that we may be scattered no 
more!



FRIDAY, MARCH 20: MATTHEW 27:39-66          LAETARE
 
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
 
This is not mere pain that cries out. Most certainly, it is 

not doubt: it is not for Himself that Jesus utters these words, 
but for those who will hear Him. He cries out as One Who 
has no reason to question His Father’s constancy, nor His own 
faithfulness, as One—the only One—Whose relationship with 
the Father has no reason to be disrupted. Yet, disrupted it is, as 
disrupted as can be: God has abandoned Him.

 
We can never make this cry. We have often abandoned 

God, but He has never abandoned us. The very moments in 
which we would doubt His love, when we are grieved and 
beaten down with trial, the very fact that we are yet living and 
not cast to Hell gives certainty that we are not, indeed, aban-
doned. Instead, we experience the cross upon us so that we 
may remember that He was forsaken for us. These things that 
we, by our sins, have brought into this world—upon ourselves 
and upon one another—He uses to drive us back to the suffer-
ing of Christ that saves us from Hell.

 
The One Who cries out suffers all of Man’s scorn, all of 

Hell’s evil, and all of the wrath of God over all men’s sins at once. 
Jesus suffers abandonment by God on the cross—God abandoned 
by God!—all that we would suffer in Hell is upon Him, and He 
cries out. He cries out so that we might see the injustice of it all: 
the only Righteous One suffers for the sins of all sinners.

 
He cries out so that we may see the victory soon to be re-

vealed, as well. “MY God,” He cries, because His bearing all our 
sin cannot end in His being abandoned forever, but only in the 
triumph by which He brings us sinners—cleansed and forgiven—
into being separated from God no more.

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17: MATTHEW 26:1-35          LAETARE
 
Man is confused about what a good work is, trying 

to judge between works based on the concerns of life in this 
world—or by looking at God as if He were a worldly ruler. 
By such a standard, selling the woman’s ointment and box and 
giving the proceeds to the care and feeding of the poor might 
be a better work than pouring it on Jesus. Yet, Jesus speaks 
against His disciples’ evaluation.

 
Some misunderstand Jesus’ rebuke and think a truly 

good work must be something done toward God with no ben-
efi t to Man. Thus, those whom Jesus condemned for not honor-
ing father and mother, giving what should have supported their 
parents to the Temple, instead. So, also, the works done in the 
monastic life to try to earn status before God.

 
Rather, the faith displayed by this woman’s work causes 

it to be God-pleasing. She was confessing the upcoming death 
of God the Son in her place. As the writer of Hebrews teach-
es us in his eleventh chapter, this is the dividing line between 
good works and evil, from the sacrifi ce of Cain and Abel to 
the end of the world: whether they are not only in accord with 
the Commandments, but whether they are done from faith in 
Christ alone.

 
From this, too, we see what it is that makes one worthy 

to receive the Supper Jesus here institutes: not our piety and 
commitment (that varies wildly, like Peter’s), but faith in these 
words, “given and shed for you for the remission of sins.”

 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18: MATTHEW 26:36-75         LAETARE
 
The stalwart ones cannot fi ght back sleep even for an 

hour…nor withstand even one “interrogation” by a servant 
girl. The betrayer is so close that he hands the Lord over with 
a kiss. Those who loved the Messiah would try to keep Him 
from saving them, attacking the brigade with the sword. Jesus, 
though, resigns Himself to what is necessary to save us and lets 
Himself be taken away, never speaking in His own defense, 
but saying only enough to make clear the reality behind what 
is seen.

 
All of this is so that the Father’s will might be done, that 

what His will had mapped out in prophecy would be seen to be 
fulfi lled, so that not only would the Christ earn your salvation, 
but that you would have a solid basis for your confi dence in 
Him. “The Scriptures,” Jesus says, “declare that it is necessary 
for things to be this way”—not that God compelled anyone to 
an evil action, but that each sinner’s deeds would, in the end, 
accomplish the will of God for salvation. Whether the open 
acts of evil by the unbelievers or the misguided words and ac-
tions of the Christians, all were woven into what was required 
to have Jesus go to the cross at exactly the right time and in 
exactly the right way, so that your sins are paid for and so that 
you trust in His payment and now possess the forgiveness that 
He won.

 
What, then, of the machinations of devil, world, and 

fl esh against you, His child, today? Still, “All things work to-
gether for [our] good” (Rom. 8:28) as God’s good and gracious 
will must certainly be done. (Third and Seventh Petitions)

 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19: MATTHEW 27:1-38         LAETARE
 
Is confession good for the soul? Judas confessed his sin 

to those in charge of distributing the atonement, but in the end 
he murdered himself.

 
Why, then, do we Lutherans retain the confession of 

sins? To this, our Apology (that is, “Defense”) of the Augsburg 
Confession answers: “For we also retain confession, especially 
on account of the absolution, as being the word of God which, 
by divine authority, the power of the keys pronounces upon 
individuals. Therefore it would be wicked to remove private 
absolution from the Church.” (Apology VI:2)

 
The problem in today’s reading is that the wicked priests 

knew nothing of absolution! They did not point Judas to the 
Temple sacrifi ces, much less to the Messiah to Whom those 
sacrifi ces pointed (and Whom they now had under trial and on 
the way to crucifi xion), so that they might give him Christ’s 
atonement to trust in for forgiveness and life. Instead, having 
thrown away the Messiah, having thrown away the signifi cance 
of the sacrifi ces, having perverted the Temple—the place of 
God’s presence—into a place for those hungry for power and 
wealth, they told this one who had served them and betrayed 
his Master, to do the impossible. Their words mean this: “Fix 
your sins yourself.”

 
Oh, the horror that must have overcome Judas, the ab-

solute despair! He had thrown off Jesus, and if he understood 
nothing else, he knew that he was now a murderer of the in-
nocent. From those who should have given God’s forgiveness, 
he received none, even while God the Son was in the midst of 
suffering to earn forgiveness for everyone!

 
“We…retain confession…on account of the absolu-

tion.” May our hearts be ever fi xed upon this treasure of Christ! 


