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Scripture: 1 Timothy 3:8-12 (NKJV)




 




3:8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless. 11 Likewise, their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 




 




Devotion




 




St. Paul sets a high standard for those in the Office of the Ministry. But don’t these qualifications apply to all Christians? It is not as though a layman is allowed to be a greedy, drunken polygamist, but a pastor is not. All believers in Christ should lead lives of reverence, temperance, and faithfulness.




 




Because ministers of the Word speak on Christ’s behalf, it is especially important for them to lead godly lives. False doctrine is taught by deeds as well as words. When people see a pastor engaging in a public sin, they might assume that God doesn’t mind that sin, or even approves of it. This gives the devil an opportunity to attack and scatter the sheep. If a man wants to protect the house of God from the devil, he must prove faithful in guarding his own house from sin.




 




The wife of a pastor has also been placed in a special position. Although she does not act in the stead of Christ, her behavior does reflect upon her husband. If she leads an ungodly life, it redounds to the shame of her husband, and therefore, of Christ.




 




Since our pastors and their wives have sinful natures like all Christians, we ought to pray for them, that the Holy Spirit would protect them against temptation. And if they do fall into sin, we ought to patiently bear with them in love and forgiveness, just as Christ has forgiven us.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (NKJV)




 




2:1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict. 3 For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.




 




4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts. 5 For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.




 




Devotion




 




The preaching of the Gospel comes with much conflict. This is not the fault of the Gospel, nor is it the fault of those who preach the Gospel. The conflict comes about because of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature, which do not want to give up their power over us.




 




Pastors, who have been entrusted with the preaching of the Gospel, must be prepared for the conflict. The enemies of the Church are looking for any opportunity to accuse them of wrongdoing. For the sake of the Gospel, pastors ought to avoid any appearance of pleasing men, being covetous for personal gain, or seeking their own glory. They ought to be disciplined and blameless in their theological conflicts with false teachers, lest their faults become an excuse for others to reproach the Gospel.




 




While ministers of the Word are called to be fighters toward the enemies of the Church, they are called to be like nursing mothers toward those inside the Church. They feed the children of God with the pure milk of the Word, gently correcting them with the Law and comforting them with the Gospel. Whether they are defending us from false doctrine or nourishing us with the Word and Sacraments, they dare not claim any of the glory for themselves. All glory goes to Christ who works through them to defend and provide for His Church.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Joshua 7:10-26 (NKJV)




 




7:10 So the Lord said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 11 Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed from among you. 13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the Lord God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought according to your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the Lord takes shall come according to families; and the family which the Lord takes shall come by households; and the household which the Lord takes shall come man by man. 15 Then it shall be that he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and because he has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’”




 




16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 He brought the clan of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 Then he brought his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.




 




19 Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I beg you, give glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession to Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.”




 




20 And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.”




 




22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under it. 23 And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. 24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The Lord will trouble you this day.” So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.




 




26 Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor to this day. 




 




Devotion




 




Right before the fall of Jericho, Joshua had warned the Israelites not to take anything for themselves from the plunder. The gold and silver were to be consecrated to the Lord, but everything else was accursed and to be destroyed. Achan knowingly disobeyed and sinned against God’s Commandments by taking some of the plunder. So, God abandoned the people of Israel in battle, just as He had threatened.




 




God does not remain when man continues in unrepentant sin. The Holy Spirit does not dwell with those who purposely break God’s Commandments. If we refuse to repent when the Law reveals our sin, then God will withdraw from us, and allow us to be overcome once again by the devil.




 




But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). After Achan’s sin had been purged from the Israelite camp, then God returned and gave them victory over their enemies. Through Confession and Absolution, the Holy Spirit purges us of our sins and sanctifies us, so that He might come and dwell within us. When the Triune God makes His home with us (John 14:23 and 1 Cor. 6:19), then neither man nor devil can do anything to harm us.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 1 Peter 1:13-16 (NKJV)




 




1:13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 




 




Devotion




 




“Girding up your loins” is what men did in ancient times to prepare for battle. Their long garments tended to get in the way, so they would tuck them into their belt and secure them. Then they could fight without the danger of tripping and stumbling.




 




As Christians, we are engaged in spiritual warfare every day. Christ has delivered His people from the kingdom of the devil, but the devil has not given up. If we do not faithfully cling to our Lord for holiness and defense, the Enemy and his wicked spirits will endeavor to take us back under his power.




 




St. Peter instructs us to gird up the loins of our minds, that is, to be ready for spiritual battle. He tells us to control ourselves, so that our sinful desires do not get in the way and cause us to fall from the faith. If we are perfectly holy, just as God is perfectly holy, then Satan will have no way to attack us. But we know that we are not holy in all of our conduct. We sin daily.




 




Our own holiness cannot defend us. Instead, we must rely on Christ, whose perfect holiness is ours through faith. We gird up the loins of our minds when we repent of our sins and rest our hope fully upon the grace that is found in Jesus Christ. He is the only One who can keep us safe in the battle ahead.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 2 Samuel 22:1-7 (NKJV)




 




22:1 Then David spoke to the Lord the words of this song, on the day when the Lord had delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 2 And he said:




 




“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;




 




3 “The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence.




 




4 “I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; So shall I be saved from my enemies.




 




5 “When the waves of death surrounded me, the floods of ungodliness made me afraid.




 




6 “The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.




 




7 “In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God; He heard my voice from His temple, and my cry entered His ears.”




 




Devotion




 




The giant Goliath was tremendously strong. He was almost ten feet tall and the weight of his armor alone could have damaged a normal man. Yet David was able to overcome him, take away his armor, and rescue the people of Israel from the Philistine threat. In this song, David confesses that it was God who delivered him from death on this and many other occasions throughout his life. He does not take any of the glory for himself. He puts all of his trust in God and humbly cries out to the Lord for deliverance.




 




Satan is a more intimidating threat against God’s people than Goliath ever was. His strength is his ability to deceive and kill, as he did in the Garden of Eden. No ordinary man can overcome him. But Jesus is no ordinary man. He is true God, and is infinitely stronger than Satan. It was He who saved David from Goliath and it is He who overcomes Satan and rescues us from the dominion of death. When we are terrified by “waves of death” or “floods of ungodliness,” we ought to imitate David and put our trust in our Lord Jesus Christ, who saves us from sin, death, and Satan.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Acts 5:34-42 (NKJV)




 




5:34 Then one in the council stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to put the apostles outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men. 36 For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. 37 After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed. 38 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even be found to fight against God.”




 




40 And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 




 




Devotion




 




Gamaliel was a respected teacher in his day. The council agreed that if the apostles’ teachings were no big deal, they would certainly amount to nothing. Maybe all of this Jesus stuff would go away, and life for the religious leaders of that day could return to normal. In order to ‘help’ the apostles’ teachings amount to nothing, they had apostles beaten.




 




What may be difficult for us to fathom was the fact the apostles rejoiced at being beaten. And, as we read, the apostles didn’t stop preaching about Jesus. They preached in Jerusalem, and this preaching would spread to all nations, just as Jesus said. Even though they were beaten, the apostles rejoiced “that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Over the centuries countless martyrs have suffered for the sake of Jesus Christ and the Gospel. How were they able to suffer all, even death, rather than deny Jesus? The answer is simple: By the grace of God. Our entire life as Christians is wrapped up in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.




 




His grace is also demonstrated vividly through His institution of the Apostolic Ministry. Ordinary men are called by God and given the task of preaching and administering the sacraments. The pastor is a pastor purely out of God’s grace. Thus, we pray for our pastors that God would graciously lead them so that they may, in turn, teach us in the name of Jesus.




 




Collect: O God, who seest that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. Luke 10:17-20 (NKJV)




 




10:17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”




 




18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 




 




Devotion




 




“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” Such excitement is understandable, but Jesus knows the reasoning behind their excitement. It would appear that the joy of the seventy was in “…the demons are subject to us,” and not the part about “…in Your name.”




 




Christians are simultaneously sinner and saint. Easily forgotten is that everything involving the sinful life is of the sinner’s own doing. More easily forgotten is that every aspect of saintly life is due to our gracious God. That is why God desires to bring us back into His presence on a frequent basis. Left to ourselves, we forget both aspects of our lives as sinner and saint. Once forgotten, we are left without hope of salvation. He returns us to His presence to bring to our remembrance who we are without Him, and who we are because of Him.




 




At the outset of the Divine Service we hear God’s name: “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” We are led by the Holy Ghost to repent of our sins, and Christ bestows on us His forgiveness. Absolved of our sins, we sing praises to our Lord. We hear His Word. We pray to Him. We receive His Body and Blood, which will “strengthen and preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting.” All of this is God’s service to you, so that you can “rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”




 




Collect: O God, who seest that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 12:20-26 (NKJV)




 




12:20 Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”




 




22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.




 




23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 




 




Devotion




 




“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Scripture doesn’t tell us whether or not they actually got to see Jesus. While it is also important to note that they were “Greeks,” what is more important are the words Jesus speaks to Andrew and Philip. John’s Gospel isn’t so much interested in the fact these were Gentiles as he is interested in recording for his readers what Jesus had to say to Andrew and Philip, which may have been in earshot of these Greeks. “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.”




 




To really “see Jesus” is to really hear why He came into this world. He came to die for the sins of the world. For these Greeks to really “see Jesus,” they needed to hear Him. There, on the cross, they would see the fullness of who Jesus is. He is true God in the flesh, come to rescue His people.




 




The words, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus,” are often found in pulpits, sacristies, and vestries. These words serve to remind the pastor of his duty: Show the people Jesus! Through the Word of God preached into their ears, the pastor is to show the people Jesus on the cross. They preach Christ crucified for the sins of the world, thereby showing people the need for repentance and God’s loving forgiveness. Repentance and forgiveness of sins for Jesus’ sake is not a popular message, but it is the only way to “see Jesus.”




 




Collect: O God, who seest that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:1-14 (NKJV)




 




12:1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”




 




5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”




 




7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’”




 




13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”




 




And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”




 




Devotion




 




In today’s reading, “You are the man!” isn’t followed by Nathan patting David on the back. It’s not like the colloquial praise of recent generations. Nathan, rather, recounts all that the Lord had done for David, and all that David had done to transgress against the Lord by committing adultery with Uriah’s wife and making sure Uriah would be killed.




 




Nathan’s words brought David back to reality: “I have sinned against the Lord.” David’s words are also our words. No truer words are spoken than when a person is confronted with his sins and confesses, “I have sinned against the Lord.” These words are ever on the lips of the Christian, for they show the reality of the Christian’s life. We lament with St. Paul, “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Rom. 7:24).




 




This is the side of Christianity that many Christians would rather disregard. While many who regard themselves as being Christian may find David’s actions reprehensible, some will turn a blind eye to their own sins. They long for a God who will accept them without the need for repentance. Sadly, there are times we may find ourselves counted among them. Yet, our faithful God graciously leads His people, again and again, to repent of their sins and to trust in His mercy, with the result that they may “live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.”




 




Collect: O God, who seest that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 1 Kings 8:37-43 (NKJV)




 




8:37 “When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows the plague of his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this temple: 39 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men), 40 that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.




 




41 “Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far country for Your name’s sake 42 (for they will hear of Your great name and Your strong hand and Your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this temple, 43 hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name. 




 




Devotion




 




At the dedication of the Temple, Solomon prayed a lengthy prayer of which today’s reading is a part. Solomon was granted wisdom by God, which was far beyond the wisdom of any man. An integral part of that wisdom was knowing just who God is. To know God, the true God, is to know He is a God of mercy.




 




Solomon’s wisdom was also knowing that a person’s heart is most vile. As Jesus said, “For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Mt. 15:19). So Solomon prayed for the time “when each one knows the plague of his own heart.” Left to one’s self, a person will not fully come to the realization of just how vile he is before God. To know the truth of this “plague” is a gift from God that leads a person to true wisdom, which is repentance and seeking the mercy of God.




 




Solomon, in his wisdom, also prayed for the Gentiles. Thousands of years ago Solomon prayed for you. Solomon prayed for those who will “come from a far,” because “they will hear.” They will hear of this most merciful God. By God’s grace you, too, hear of the “plague” in your own hearts. You, too, have been called by God to repent. You, too, can be counted among those who fear, love, and trust in God above all things through faith in Jesus Christ.




 




Collect: O God, who seest that of ourselves we have no strength: Keep us both outwardly and inwardly; that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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