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Scripture: Hebrews 6:13-20 (NKJV)




 




6:13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.




 




19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 




 




Devotion




 




Something ‘immutable’ is neither capable, nor susceptible, to change. When Almighty God called Abraham to leave his country, his kindred, and his father’s house, He made him an immutable promise. That promise included the sending of a Savior, so that through Abraham’s Seed “all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” God continued to reiterate that promise and give more details about its fulfillment to Abraham throughout his life.




 




According to Deuteronomy 19:15, two witnesses are legally necessary to establish a matter. In order that Abraham and the heirs of the promise might have unswerving hope in God’s promise, God swore by Himself. Normally a man calls God as his witness. Knowing that there is not another person who can testify for God, our Lord gave His oath swearing by Himself, since God cannot lie.




 




What promise is so important that God swears by Himself? It is the promise of the Gospel. “…the patriarchs knew the promise of the Christ, that for His sake God intended to forgive sins. As they understood that the Christ would be the price for our sins, they knew that our works could not pay so high a price. Therefore, they received free mercy and the forgiveness of sins by faith, just as the saints in the New Testament” (Apology IV, 57). God’s strong consolation gives a sure and steadfast hope.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:3-11 (NKJV)




 




1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ. 6 Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. 7 And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.




 




8 For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 10 who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us, 11 you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many.




 




Devotion




 




The called and ordained minister is a sort of waiter for God. His job is to deliver God’s Bread of Life to the congregation. At a restaurant, between the kitchen and the table, you don’t want your waiter to add something or take something away from your plate. His job is to deliver the food just as the cook prepared it. Similarly, the minister is neither to add or take away from the Word of God. 




 




St. Paul makes it clear that all consolation and comfort comes from the Father of mercies and God of all comfort. Our God comforted St. Paul and Timothy during a particularly difficult time, in which they “despaired even of life.” Having crumbled under the weight of that “sentence of death,” they learned to trust not in themselves, but in God who delivered them. Having received and trusted in that great comfort from God, they now give to us the same comfort from God which they received. St. Paul understood that God’s purpose for that trial was so that they could comfort the Corinthians—neither adding to, nor taking away.




 




More than that, God “will still deliver us.” As Luther understood, God still delivers us “when He graciously takes us from this vale of tears to Himself in heaven.” We have the hope of deliverance and salvation. We are delivered from daily affliction when we will be given a final great deliverance at death.




 




Collect: O Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit, Thou didst inspire in St. Joseph a quiet obedience to the Word: guide and direct us to emulate such virtue in our life and conversation as shall glorify Thee in faithfulness day and night, through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for Judica (Passion) Sunday




We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 13:31-35 (NKJV)




 




13:31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. 33 Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say to you. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 




 




Devotion




 




John Calvin thought that the central doctrine of the Christian faith was the glory of God. He thought that even truths as central to the Reformation as the authority of Scripture and justification by faith alone were rooted in the primacy of the glory of God. In contrast, the Lutheran Reformation taught that justification by grace through faith is the main doctrine of Christianity. “…when it [justification by grace through faith] is properly understood, it illumines and magnifies the honor of Christ and brings to pious consciences the abundant consolation that they need” (Apology IV, 2).




 




God is glorified when He is known and professed for who He is and what He has done for us. The Son of God reveals to us who God is. Jesus’ coming in human flesh reveals the love of God to save sinners. Jesus said to Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). When the hour had come for Jesus to suffer and die, He said, “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You” (John 17:1). Here in John 13, Jesus is at the point of laying down His life for us. God is glorified in Jesus’ love for us.




 




We glorify God when we confess our sins in accordance with the teaching of His Word of Law. We glorify God when we believe in His Son’s atonement for forgiveness, and thus are justified by grace through faith.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon Thy people, that by Thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 6:66-71 (NKJV)




 




6:66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.




 




67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”




 




68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”




 




70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve.




 




Devotion




 




Most of us know one or more people who have walked away from the Church. It is troubling when it occurs, because these people once knew and confessed the truth. They loved God’s Word, but then something happened which offended them and led them away from Christ’s flock.




 




During such times, human nature often searches for someone or something to blame. We may blame ourselves for neglecting them or for losing our temper in their presence. We may blame our fellow Christians (even our pastor) for their gruffness and lack of tact. We may even blame the Word of God which became a stumbling block to them.




 




The reading for today reminds us where the true fault for abandoning the faith lies. While we can always do better at loving our fellow Christians, the blame for apostasy falls upon the apostate. Even Jesus, who had no sin and taught the Word of God perfectly, had to deal with disciples who walked away from His teaching.




 




In sad circumstances like these we should do two things. First, we should pray for our fallen brethren, asking the Holy Spirit to turn their hearts unto repentance. Second, we should continue to treasure the Word of God, because it is our life. “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 6:60-65 (NKJV)




 




6:60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”




 




61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.” 




 




Devotion




 




Some teachings in the Scriptures are difficult for us to understand. The Scriptures themselves are clear, but our own intellect is clouded by personal opinion. The best remedy for this is good preaching and frequent study in God’s Word. Thus St. Paul writes: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).




 




We should also recognize that some things taught in the Scriptures are loftier than our human reason can understand. For example, human reason cannot comprehend how simple water in Holy Baptism saves us, or how Jesus’ Body and Blood are truly present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Concerning these ‘hard sayings’ we should subordinate our human reason to the clear Word of God. Since the Scriptures clearly say, “This is My Body…This is My Blood” (Matt. 26:26-28) and Baptism “now saves us” (1 Pet. 3:21), we should not try to twist the meaning to something which our human reason can comprehend. Rather, we should firmly believe the words of Christ and trust that with God all things are possible. Jesus’ words are spirit and they are life. They are profitable for us, not on account of our own understanding, but on account of the salvation offered in them.




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 6:52-59 (NKJV)




 




6:52 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”




 




53 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down from heaven—not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever.”




 




59 These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. 




 




Devotion




 




Jesus makes a distinction between temporal life and eternal life—between temporal death and eternal death. Temporal life is not true life. Men may live and breathe on this earth, but apart from the saving work of Jesus Christ, they have no real life in them. Men in this state are actually ‘dead,’ because without Christ men are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).




 




Likewise, temporal death is not true death. At the end of our days, we will follow the course of all men and return to dust. But this death will not be our final end. When we die believing in Jesus, we will not go to eternal death in hell. We will pass into life eternal. “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life” (John 5:24).




 




Since eternal life is true life, let us partake of Him who gives us this life. The life-giving flesh and blood of Jesus Christ are given to us by the Word and Sacrament ministry of His holy Church. In the Lord’s Supper we partake of the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ for our true life.




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 6:41-51 (NKJV)




 




6:41 The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.” 42 And they said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”




 




43 Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur among yourselves. 44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.” 




 




Devotion




 




There are many people who want to know God. They want God to speak to them, but they do not seek Him in the right way. They think that we are able to send our thoughts and desires up to heaven, and then God will speak to us directly through our psyche.




 




Jesus teaches that we cannot ascend up into heaven to speak with God. Instead, He has descended down to earth to speak with us: “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven” (John 3:13). God comes down and communicates with us here on earth. Yet even here, He draws us to Himself through means: the Means of Grace. Our Lutheran Confessions remind us: “The Father, however, will draw no one without means; but he has instituted his Word and Sacraments as the ordinary means and instruments, for this purpose” (Solid Declaration XI.76).




 




God speaks to you through the preaching of your pastor and through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Through these Means, God brings heavenly gifts to you here on earth. When we receive these gifts in faith, we have everlasting life. 




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Exodus 16:4-15 (NKJV)




 




16:4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. 5 And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”




 




6 Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “At evening you shall know that the Lord has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord; for He hears your complaints against the Lord. But what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 Also Moses said, “This shall be seen when the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the Lord hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the Lord.”




 




9 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for He has heard your complaints.’” 10 Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud.




 




11 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”




 




13 So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp. 14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was.




 




And Moses said to them, “This is the bread which the Lord has given you to eat. 




 




Devotion




 




God’s providence for the children of Israel was miraculous. In their time of need, He rained down manna from heaven for them to eat in the morning, and quail for them to eat in the evening. The people lacked nothing because God Himself sent them daily bread.




 




God’s providence for us is also miraculous. Although our daily bread does not fall down from the sky, it does come to us from heaven. It is sent from the hand of the Almighty God who provides for every support and need of our bodies. Whether our bread comes from our garden, from the grocery store, or from charity, it is a heavenly gift from God.




 




God provides for us a quota of daily bread, but He also provides a sort of ‘time quota’ for hearing His Word. The children of Israel were commanded to gather the manna for six days, but on the seventh day to rest. The seventh day was reserved for worship. Similarly, God provides for our daily bread in such a way that there is plenty of time for God’s Word. Earning a living and attending church are not opposed to one another. God provides a quota for both of these. If we reserve time to hear and study God’s Word, there will be sufficient time left for daily bread, as well. “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33).




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: St. John 11:45-57 (NKJV)




 




11:45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him. 46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, “What shall we do? For this Man works many signs. 48 If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation.”




 




49 And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.




 




53 Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death. 54 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His disciples.




 




55 And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves. 56 Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, “What do you think—that He will not come to the feast?” 57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him. 




 




Devotion




 




The chief priests and the Pharisees wanted to stop people from believing in Jesus. Nevertheless, they could not prevent it, because Jesus performed many signs which strengthened people’s faith. His miracles proved that He is true God and that He has power to deliver men from the affliction of sin. Just a few verses before today’s reading, Jesus raised Lazarus of Bethany from the dead (John 11:43-44), proving that He has power to raise all men from physical and spiritual death.




 




Today’s reading is an example of divine irony. Instead of impeding Jesus’ ministry, the chief priests and Pharisees unintentionally promoted it. They wanted to stop His signs, but their high priest, Caiaphas, articulated one of the greatest signs given to us in the Scriptures: the death of Jesus Christ for the sins of the world.




 




This sign together with Lazarus’ resurrection are two signs which summarize the entire saving work of the Christ. Jesus is our Savior who died for our sin so that we may not perish, and who raises us unto everlasting life. With these two signs He strengthens our faith. We see the cross and remember that He paid for all our transgressions; and we reflect on our baptism, trusting in His promises of the resurrection and new life. Contrary to the desires of wicked men, we are strengthened in believing in Jesus, and made able to ignore all threats that come from the enemies of the Gospel.




 




Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Scripture: Titus 2:1-10 (NKJV)




 




2:1 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; 3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things—4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.




 




6 Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, 8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.




 




9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things. 




 




Devotion




 




The same virtues that were required of pastors and their wives in yesterday’s reading are here required of all Christians. St. Paul connects these virtues directly to sound doctrine. Doctrine and practice cannot be separated. We are obligated to behave in a way which fits what we believe. True faith should produce reverence, temperance, love, patience, chastity, obedience, integrity, and all other virtues.




 




Modern churches have largely abandoned sound doctrine, so it should not surprise us that our society lacks these kinds of virtues. Older men are not temperate, older women are not reverent, young women are not chaste homemakers, young men are not sober-minded, and employees are not obedient. When sound doctrine is not guarded and preserved, the house cannot be expected to remain swept and tidy. Vice, disorder, and a multitude of evil spirits will inevitably take over.




 




The world tries to use our lives as a foothold to attack the truth of God’s Word. By producing virtues in us, the Holy Spirit is protecting the Word of God from blasphemy. When our enemies have nothing evil to say about us, then it becomes clearer to all that our doctrine is true and good.




 




Collect: We beseech Thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of Thy humble servants, and stretch forth the right hand of Thy majesty to be our defense against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Collect for the Season of Lent




Almighty and Everlasting God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. Amen.




 




Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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