SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3: Isa1aH 1:10-17 17™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

God loved His chosen people. He desired for them to be
a glorious people, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
but that they should be holy and without blemish (see Ephesians
5:27). But in their unfaithful rebellion they became wicked like

Sodom and Gomorrah. Yet they kept on insisting that they were
faithful.

They worshiped, they gave sacrifices, they offered prayers;
but they did these things on their own terms, not in faithful
obedience to their Lord. Therefore He has the right to say: “Your
New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; they are
a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them. When you spread
out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; even though you
make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.”
(Isaiah 1:14-15). He also says, “Wash yourselves” and “Learn
to do good”. He still loved them, but He hated their pride and
unfaithfulness. He gave them many lessons and warnings by His
Word. He made it clear to His people that He was the one who
helps them and blesses them.

No one can make himself clean or good in God’s eyes. He
washes us and sanctifies us through faith in Jesus Christ and by
the power of His Holy Spirit! Then, in Christ, we are truly His
beloved people. By that faith our worship will be a delight to
Him, and we will truly be able to do good to our neighbors, as
He desires.

Collect: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the devil, and with pure hearts and
minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Thy

Son, our Lord. Amen.
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The Calendar

The Lutheran Hymnal (1941): TLH; 2022 Supplement: ASBH

(Monday: M; Tuesday: T; Wednesday: W; Thursday: R; Friday: F; Saturday: S)
Please note that hymn numbers for Festival Days reflect the enumeration of drafts
of ASBH supplied at the most recent synods.

SEPTEMBER 7 IS THE FIRST DAY OF THE FALL QUARTER OF
ST.IGNATIUS

September 13 Trinity 15 ASBH 53

September 20 Trinity 16 ASBH 54
September 21 (M) St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist ASBH 102
September 23 (W) Wednesday in Ember Week

September 25 (F) Friday in Ember Week
September 26 (S) Saturday in Ember Week

September 27 Trinity 17 ASBH 55
September 29 (T) St. Michael and All Angels ASBH 103

St. Ignatius Lutheran Seminary
The Fall Quarter of Year Three of the St. Ignatius calendar be-
gins on Monday, September 7. The Fall Quarter is as follows:

P004—Homiletics 1 (3 hrs.) Mon.-Wed.-Fri.
S008—Sacramental Theology (3 hrs.) Mon.-Wed.-Fri
HO005—Post Reformation (3 hrs.) Tuesday-Thursday

P007—Confession and Absolution (1 hr.) Thursday

St. Ignatius currently has two students, Duncan Geldenhuys (Austra-
lia) and Jonathan Teo Zin Han (Singapore).

Visitation Schedule

As of September 7, Bishop Heiser has completed his vistations of
half the diocese; visitations will continue in October and Novem-
ber. Due to space constraints in this issue of the Lutheran Herald,
the usual news and pictures will be deferred to a future issue.

FripAy, OCTOBER 2: JEREMIAH 13:15-25 17™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

“Hear and give ear: Do not be proud, for the LORD has
spoken.” Once again God’s people had been rebellious and self-
serving. He gives holy warnings so that darkness, judgment, and
bitter captivity may be avoided. Warnings and correction are part
of God’s grace and mercy!

When we say, “Why have these things come upon me?”,
the answer can often be a reminder that God’s Word warned us
about our iniquity. None of us has the right to be proud. None of
us has the right to think that he is a noble and profitable servant.
Our Lord Jesus teaches us to be humble: “When you have done all
those things which you are commanded, say, “We are unprofitable
servants. We have done what was our duty to do’ ” (Luke 17:10).

We are saved from the shame of just judgment by God’s
grace. Only in Christ we are made able to “change our spots” and
do that which is good and faithful, even though our hearts are
accustomed to do evil. We are reconciled to God through faith
in Jesus Christ. By Christ’s righteousness, by His holy death and
resurrection, we are saved from the condemnation of our sin and
made able to fulfill our duties to Him and to our neighbors. We
are blessed to be His servants, not according to our own prideful
will, but according to faithful humility and righteous love!

Collect: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the devil, and with pure hearts and
minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1: EZRA 9:6-9 17™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

We are free in Christ, but in this present life we are also
servants. We are not our own; our freedom in Christ makes us
His servants. If we think we are free to serve our own wills, then
we go back to the slavery of the devil and unfaithfulness. This is
a constant battle in our earthly life, but the grace of God is what
helps us and saves us!

Our in-born pride pulls us away from proper fear, love,
and trust in the Lord. The history of Israel teaches us that man
drifts back into sin, idolatry, and unfaithfulness, even after God
shows us grace and mercy. The proper response to sin is the
repentance that Ezra exemplifies: “O my God, I am too ashamed
and humiliated to lift up my face to You, my God...” The words
of the prophet reflect on the sins of God’s people, but also on the
love and help that He pours out for them.

These lessons from the Old Testament Scriptures point us
forward to the fulfillment of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. True faith
makes us understand the whole picture of our life and freedom in
Christ: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in

us” (1 John 1:9-10).

Collect: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the devil, and with pure hearts and
minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

|_esson from the Book of Concord
The Fourteenth Sunclag after Trinitg

I. Of Sin.

Here we must confess, as Paul says in Rom. 5:11, that sin originated from
one man Adam, by whose disobedience all men were made sinners, and subject
to death and the devil. This is called original or capital sin.

The fruits of this sin are afterwards evil deeds which are forbidden in the
Ten Commandments, such as unbelief, false faith, idolatry, to be without the
fear of God, arrogance, blindness, and, to speak briefly, not to know or regard
God; secondly, to lie, to swear by God’s name, not to pray, not to call upon God,
not to regard God’s Word, to be disobedient to parents, to murder, to be unchaste,
to steal, to deceive, etc.

This hereditary sin is so deep a corruption of nature, that no reason can
understand it, but it must be believed from the revelation of Scriptures, Ps. 51:5;
Rom. 5:12 sqq.; Ex.33:3; Gen 3:7 sqq. Wherefore the dogmas of the scholastic
doctors [that is, medieval Roman Catholic theologians] are pure errors and
obscurations contrary to this article, for by them it is taught:

That since the fall of Adam the natural powers of man have remained entire
and incorrupt, and that man by nature has right reason and a good will, as the
philosophers teach.

And that man has a free will to do good and omit evil, and, again, to omit
good and do evil.

Also that man by his natural powers can observe and do all the command-
ments of God.

And that, by his natural powers, he can love God above all things, and his
neighbor as himself.

Also if a man do as much as is in him, God certainly grants to him His grace.

And if he wish to come to the sacrament, there is no need of a good intention
to do good, but it is sufficient if he have not a wicked purpose to commit sin; so
entirely good is his nature and so efficacious the sacrament.

Also that it is not founded upon Scripture that, for a good work, the Holy
Ghost with His grace is necessary.

Such and many other things have arisen from want of understanding and
learning concerning both sins and Christ our Saviour, and they are truly heathen
dogmas which we cannot endure. For if these dogmas would be right, Christ has
died in vain, since there is in man no sin and misery for which He should have died;
or He would have died only for the body, not for the soul, inasmuch as the soul is

entirely sound, and the body only is subject to death. —The Smalcald Articles



MoNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7: JOHN 5:1-15 14™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

Thirty-eight years. That is how long the man at Bethesda
had been ill. He had no strength left to fix his condition, no one
willing to lower him into the pool when the water stirred. Then
Jesus came to him. The Lord did not wait for the man to prove
his sincerity, clean up his life, or make the first move. He simply
spoke: “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” The Word of Jesus gave

what it commanded.

This is how grace works. We do not climb toward God by
moral effort or spiritual determination. Sin leaves us unable to
rescue ourselves. But Christ comes to sinners with a Word that
creates life, forgiveness, and faith. As the Augsburg Confession
teaches, we are justified freely for Christ’s sake through faith, not
because of our own merits or works (AC IV 1-3).

Later, Jesus tells the healed man, “Sin no more.” Grace does
not make sin harmless. The Savior who freely forgives also calls
the forgiven away from sin. Good works follow salvation; they
do not purchase it. The Christian life begins and continues with
Christ’s mercy. He finds the helpless, speaks His saving Word,
and leads those He has rescued into a new life of repentance and

faith.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30: 2 COR. 8:1-9 17™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

The Spirit of God creates faith in us and teaches us that
we are not our own lords; we are servants of our one Lord, Jesus
Christ. By faith we serve, sacrifice, obey, and fulfill our vocations
according to His righteous will, bearing testimony to His grace
and love with our sincere diligence.

To serve the Lord is always to be the focus of the saints
of the Church. St. Paul is teaching the people, stirring them up
to continue in the true work of love that serves the Lord, even
as it serves others. It is not just about money or poverty. It is not
just about completing the project or bearing the trials. It is about
abiding in the life of Christ. His grace is not about having the
freedom to do whatever pleases our own hearts and desires. Our
Lord warns us that our hearts are naturally sinful: “For out of
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Matthew 15:19). But by His
Spirit and grace, our hearts are set on Jesus Christ and His good
work.

The richness of salvation in Christ is the peace of knowing
that He makes things work together for our good. He gives
purpose to our work and our afflictions. He sees our faith and
our sincere diligence, even if others do not. He also corrects us
and strengthens us when we do fall into sin and carelessness. His
grace not only forgives us, but it also renews us so that we can get
back to the work of His will and His love for others!

Collect: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the devil, and with pure hearts and
minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Thy

Son, our Lord. Amen.



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29: REv. 12:7-12  ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS

The devil is overcome only “by the blood of the Lamb.”
The imagery of mighty angels with swords is inspiring, but the
reality of spiritual warfare is far more subtle (and often more
disturbing) than scenes of physical warriors and bodily violence.
Angels are messengers, who bring words. The devil and his fallen
angels bring words of vanity, hatred, and dishonesty; whereas
the holy angels of God bring His Word of truth, correction, and

salvation.

The devil can also bring the Word of God, but when he
does, it is twisted and misused. He brings the Law of God and
only uses it to accuse and condemn us. There are elements of truth
in his accusation, but he doesn’t want to help us. He doesn’t want
to correct us or make things better through teaching. He wants
to control us, to distract us, and to spiritually hurt us. Bodily
harm is often temporary and easy to avoid. If we see a weapon or
a fight, we can avoid it if our vocation allows us to do so. But the
fiery attacks of Satan are harder to see, and almost impossible to
avoid.

The Gospel of Christ crucified and the Truth of His
righteousness are the only way we overcome the devil and his
hostile wrath. The holy angels help and protect us from the
spiritual attacks of Satan because God’s messengers see His face
and bring His Word, which declares the victory of the Lamb who
was slain for our salvation!

Collect: O everlasting God, who hast ordained and constituted
the services of angels and men in a wonderful order: Mercifully
grant that, as Thy holy angels always do Thee service in Heaven,
so by Thy appointment they may succor and defend us on earth;
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

TuESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: 2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-11 14™ S. A. TRINITY

St. Paul’s words about sowing and reaping are sometimes
treated as a formula for getting rich. Give something to God, and
He owes you something larger in return. That turns generosity
into a business transaction. Paul teaches something far better.

God is the giver before we ever become givers. He supplies
seed to the sower, bread for food, and everything needed for every
good work. Generosity begins with grace, not calculation. “God
loves a cheerful giver” because the gift flows from faith, not from
fear, pressure, or the hope of buying God’s favor.

This is the order confessed throughout Biblical teaching:
God gives His mercy in Christ first, then faith bears fruit in love.
We are not justified by our generosity. Christ alone has earned
our righteousness before God. But the person who has received
everything from Christ is freed to see money, possessions, time,
and ability as gifts entrusted for the neighbor’s good.

Paul even says God enriches His people “for all liberality.”
Abundance is not for self-glory but for thanksgiving to God
and service to others. We can give without trying to control the
outcome because our standing before God is already secure in

Jesus Christ.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9: 1 TIMOTHY 1:12—-17 14™ S. A. TRINITY

St. Paul does not hide his past. He had been a blasphemer,
a persecutor, an insolent man. Yet when he looks back, he does
not make his former sins the center of the story. He says, “I
obtained mercy.”

The Gospel is not the announcement that respectable
people can become ‘slightly better.” It is the good news that
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Paul calls
himself the foremost of sinners so that no one imagines his own
guilt exceeds the reach of Christ’s mercy. Paul does not shrug off
his sin. He calls his evil what it was. But he refuses to let it have
the final word. Jesus Christ has the final word. His death atones
for sin, His resurrection declares the victory, and His forgiveness

is delivered through His Word.

Paul’s conversion also shows the patience of Christ.
The persecutor became an apostle, not because Paul discovered
goodness in himself, but because the Lord appointed him to
service after showing him mercy. Christian vocation rests on the
same foundation. We serve because we have first been served by
Christ. So when conscience says, “Your past disqualifies you from
mercy,” answer with St. Paul: Christ came precisely for sinners.
Then join his doxology: honor and glory belong to the eternal
King.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

MoNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28: JUDE 20-25 17™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

Jude spends much of his epistle warning about wickedness
and its consequences. But in these verses his tone changes
to emphasize love and mercy. The kingdom of God and His
righteousness focuses on both justice and grace. God’s Word
teaches discipline, but it also teaches forgiveness. The Law and
the Gospel are certainly not incompatible! They are the aspects of
His Word, which restores us to life and builds us up in true faith.

Those who are openly rebellious and faithless must be
warned and corrected. It is appropriate to hate the disobedience
of man’s fleshly pride. “The boastful shall not stand in Your sight;
You hate all workers of iniquity” (Psalms 5:5). But God also has
compassion on the wicked. He hopes for our repentance and our
restoration to faith and life in Him; and He teaches the Church
to seek the same for all people. “ As I live, says the Lord GOD, ‘1
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked

'> »

turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways

(Ezekiel 33:11).

Those who reject the Lord’s mercy and ignore His rebuke
will be subject to His justice, in that they will suffer eternal fire
and darkness. Still, He continues to declare His love and mercy
through the Church, as it confesses the Gospel of eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ, until He comes again in all His

glory!

Collect: Lord, we beseech Thee, grant Thy people grace to
withstand the temptations of the devil, and with pure hearts and
minds to follow Thee, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Seventeenth Su ncJag after Trinit9

The Third Commandment.
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

When, then, it is asked: “What is meant by the commandment: ‘Remember
the sabbath-day to sanctify it'?” Answer: To sanctify the Sabbath is the same as
“to keep it holy” But what is meant by “keeping it holy”? Nothing else than to
be occupied in holy words, works and life. For the day needs no sanctification
for itself; for in itself it has been created holy. But God desires it to be holy to
thee. Therefore it becomes holy or unholy on thy account, according as thou
art occupied on the same with things that are holy or unholy.

How then does such sanctification occur? Not that we sit behind the stove
and do no rough work, or deck ourselves with a garland and put on our best
clothes, but (as has been said) that we occupy ourselves with God’s Word, and
exercise ourselves therein.

And indeed we Christians ought always to keep such a Sabbath, and to be
occupied with nothing but holy things, i.e. daily to meditate upon God’s Word,
and carry it in our hearts and upon our lips. But because (as has been said) we do
not all have leisure, we must devote several hours a week to the young, or at least
a day to the mass of people, in order that we may be concerned about this alone,
and especially urge the Ten Commandments, the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, and
thus direct our whole life and being according to God's Word. The Sabbath is
truly kept whenever time is devoted to earnest attention to this, and the practice of
it; but that cannot be called a true Christian Sabbath where this is not done. For
they who are not Christians can keep holiday and be idle just as well as the entire
swarm of our ecclesiastics, who stand daily in the churches, singing, and ringing
bells, but who keep no Sabbath day holy, because they neither preach nor practice
God’'s Word, but teach and live contrary to it.

For the Word of God is the sanctuary above all sanctuaries, yea, the only
one which we Christians know and have. For though we had the bones of all the
saints, or all holy and consecrated garments upon a heap, they would not avail
us anything; for all that is a dead thing which can sanctify nobody. But God’s
Word is the treasury which sanctifies everything whereby even all the saints
themselves were sanctified . —The Large Catechism, §87-90

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: 1 THE. 1:2-10 14™ S. A. TRINITY

The Christians in Thessalonica received the Gospel in the
middle of affliction. Yet Paul remembers their “work of faith,
labor of love, and patience of hope.” Those works did not create

their faith. They revealed the life God’s Word had already given.

St. Paul says the Gospel came to them “not in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit.” Christianity is not
merely advice about becoming a better person. The Gospel is
God’s promise concerning His Son, and the Holy Spirit works
through that Word to create faith. Paul also helps us understand
election. He calls these Christians “beloved brethren” and speaks
of their election alongside the Gospel that came to them. He does
not direct anxious sinners inward to search for secret evidence that
God might have chosen them. He directs them to the preached
Christ. God’s gracious will is known in the Savior who died and
rose.

From that Gospel came a changed life. The Thessalonians
turned from idols “to serve the living and true God” and to wait
for His Son from heaven. Faith looks backward to Christ’s finished
work, outward in love toward the neighbor, and forward in hope
to His return. All three begin with what God has first done for us.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



FriDAY, SEPTEMBER 11: PHILIPPIANS 1:12—-18 14™ S. A. TRINITY

St. Paul writes from prison, yet he refuses to interpret
his chains as proof that the Gospel has failed. His captivity has
become known throughout the guard. Other Christians have
grown bolder. Christ is being proclaimed in places Paul might
never have reached as a free man.

Paul is not boasting in a worldly optimism, pretending
suffering is pleasant. Paul is in chains. Some preachers are even
proclaiming Christ out of envy and rivalry, hoping to add trouble
to his affliction. Still, Paul rejoices because “Christ is preached.”

Adistinction is needed here. Paul is not saying false doctrine
does not matter. Elsewhere he condemns those who preach
another gospel. Here the problem is the preachers’ sinful motives,
not a different Christ or a different Gospel. Their motives are
crooked, but the message is true. That is comforting. The power
of the Gospel does not depend on the personality, charisma, or
moral perfection of the messenger. God has attached His promise
to His Word. Ministers are accountable for their doctrine and life,
but faith rests on Christ, not on the minister.

Our setbacks can also become unexpected doors for
service. We may not see how God will use hardship. But chains
cannot bind His Word. Christ remains Lord, His Gospel remains
powerful, and even affliction can serve its proclamation.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26: LUKE 13:6-17 EMBER DAy

It seems this reading is often dealt with as if it werent
related to what comes before it in Luke 13: the question addressed
to Jesus about some Galileans whom Pilate had slaughtered in the
middle of worshiping at the Temple. Jesus responds to the report
by saying that those slaughtered shouldnt be considered worse
than any others, but that everyone should learn from it to repent,
lest they receive a fate even worse. Perhaps that fate would be a
violent death, or a peaceful one that led them to the hell they
deserved, rather than to eternal life!

The story of the fig tree not producing, then, is a story
about God’s great forbearance: His patience now being shown to
the Jews in the visitation of God the Son, and the continuation of
that mercy a full forty years from His advent, before the Temple
would be destroyed. The barren fig tree that Israel had become
would not immediately be uprooted when Jesus ascended to
heaven. It would be dug about and fertilized by the Gospel of
the Christ and the outcome of His disciples living it out before
them, so that it might yet bear fruit that glorifies the Lord. As an
ox is loosed from the stall for water on the Sabbath, they must see
that the true restoration and refreshment of that day is by neither
their work nor relaxation, but the Lord’s continuing work, His
own giving of that rest.

Collect: We beseech Thee, O Lord, that our weakness may be
upheld by Thy healing mercy, so that what of itself is falling into
ruin may be restored by Thy clemency; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



FriDAY, SEPTEMBER 25: HOSEA 14:1-9 EMBER DAy

Hosea 14 is a declaration of the radical change that is
worked through justification by grace through faith, as lived out
in the restoration of God’s people as a whole. Hosea directs the
whole nation to repent, as if all were alike. Any already penitently
believing would not bristle against this, but become leaders by
admitting that their penitence would never be enough, sorrowing
all the more over sin, and trusting all the more in the Lord’s
promise. They will teach their brethren to renounce all trust that
is not centered in the Lord, and confess Him as the only Father
they can have.

Doing so is transformative—both to the individual and to
the body of Israel as a whole—and is, therefore, formative to the
New Testament Church. Such is her very nature (Jeremiah 31:34,
Hebrews 8:1-13) as Christ’s Bride. Brought out of iniquity and
stumbling, Israel becomes a place of abundance: roots deep,
branches spread, sweet aroma, providing shade that revives
each individual as if constantly becoming a new crop. It shows
beauty that gives beauty—Ilike an olive tree that provides food,
oil for the beard and skin and the mollifying of wounds, and
even for producing light. In such a condition, Israel not only is
not to become like Ephraim—prosperous, yet idolatrous—but to
convert Ephraim (Samaria). This is all, again, affirmed not merely
as a return from exile, but as the Kingdom of Christ!

Collect: Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that we, who
for our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the
comfort of Thy grace may mercifully be relieved; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12: MARK 1:40—45 14™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

The leper approaches Jesus with a remarkable confession:
“If You are willing, You can make me clean.” He does not doubt
Christ's power. He places himself into Christ’s merciful will.
Then Jesus does something startling. He touches the man. Under
ordinary circumstances, contact with uncleanness made a person
unclean. But uncleanness does not overcome Jesus. His holiness
overcomes it. “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy
departs.

Christ's greater work is visible here. Our deepest
uncleanness is not a disease of the skin but sin, which separates us
from God and ends in death. We cannot cleanse ourselves. The
Son of God comes into our fallen condition, bears our sin in His
own body, and gives us His righteousness. At the cross He takes
what belongs to us; through the Gospel He gives what belongs to
Him.

Jesus saves by speaking. His Word does what it says. The
same Christ still deals with sinners through His external Word
of forgiveness, not by leaving us to guess what God might feel
about us. Jesus also sends the cleansed man to the priest as Moses
commanded, “as a testimony to them.” Mercy does not abolish
God’s Word. Christ fulfills it. The One who touches the unclean

is the promised Savior to whom the Law pointed.

Collect: Keep, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy
perpetual mercy; and, because the frailty of man without Thee
cannot but fall, keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee
and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.



|_esson from the Book of Concord
The Fifteenth Sunclag after Trinitg

ARTICLE L.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

This represents and sets forth most briefly the essence, will, action and
work of God the Father. Since the Ten Commandments have taught that we
have no other gods, it is natural to ask the question: What kind of a being is
God? What does He do? How shall we praise, represent or describe Him, that
He may be known? ... So that the Creed is nothing else than the answer and
confession of Christians, arranged with respect to the First Commandment. As
if you were to ask a little child: My dear, what sort of a God have you? What
do you know of Him? He could say: First, indeed, my God is God the Father,
who has created heaven and earth; besides Him I believe in nothing else as God;
for there is no one else who could create heaven and earth.,

But for the learned, and those who have acquired some scriptural
knowledge, these three articles may be extended and divided into as many
parts as there are words. But now for young scholars let it suffice to indicate
the most necessary points, namely, as we have said, that this article refers to
the Creation: that we emphasize the words: CREATOR OF HEAVEN
AND EARTH. But what is the force of this or what do you mean by these
words: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker, etc. Answer: I be-
lieve and mean to say that I am a creature of God; that is, that He has given
and constantly preserves to me my body, soul and life, members great and
small, all my senses, reason and understanding, food and drink, shelter and
support, wife and child, domestics, house and possessions, etc. Besides, He
causes all creatures to serve for the necessities and uses of life—sun, moon
and stars in the firmament, day and night, air, fire, water, earth and whatever
it bears and produces, bird and fish, beasts, grain and all kinds of produce,
and whatever else there is of bodily and temporal goods, good government,
peace, security. So that we learn in this article that none of us has his life of
himself, or anything that is here enumerated or can be enumerated, neither
can he of himself preserve them, however small and unimportant a thing it
might be, for all is comprehended in the word: CREATOR.

Besides this we also confess that God the Father has not only given us all
that we have and see before our eyes, but daily preserves and defends against
all evil and misfortune, averts all sort of danger and calamity; and that He

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24: HEBREWS 12:4—11 16™ S. A. TRINITY

Some have said that the picture of God as ‘Father is
off-putting for those who have suffered abuse at the hands of
fathers, especially for women. Hebrews 12 deals with this head-
on: human fathers do what seems best to them, but the all-wise
God does all things purely for our benefit, so that we do not
miss the blessings of sharing in His holiness. Fathers according to
the flesh (by birth, by law, or by office) imperfectly do what fits
their understanding of fatherhood, the world, and righteousness,
whether sane and scriptural or not. We defer to them because of
their position, learning from them some way of living with and
under authority in this world.

The Greek words used in today’s reading are instructive:
they are rooted in child-training and physicality. The Lord
patiently develops our discipleship, correcting our ‘form’ so that
righteousness becomes ‘second nature’, like an athlete practicing
and developing muscle memory. When Luther encourages us in
the Small Catechism to speak the invocation and make the sign
of the cross, it’s so that this becomes our engrained response for
when something fearful happens, that we immediately turn to
prayer and rely on our being God’s children through the blood
of our crucified Savior. Likewise, our liturgy turns us ever to the
Gospel, Absolution, and Lord’s Supper, when we see our need for
righteousness.

Collect: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always go before
and follow after us, and make us continually to be given to all
good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23: AMOS 9:13-15 EMBER DAy

Much as in Joel 2, Amos 9 paints a picture of the Messianic
Age. Such spiritual richness abounds that seedtime and harvest
overlap, and the grapes of the great mountain vineyards are so fat
with juice that wine flows down the hills without requiring laborers
to tread the winepress. It is altogether a time in which it becomes
clear to all who don't let their prejudices and preconceptions
cloud their vision that salvation is simply provided by God apart
from our works, and whatever works we do seem as play because
God so richly provides!

These Ember Days of Autumn may not always see such
joy in the physical realm, yet we know that it is true: since
Adam’s sin drove him from the Garden and we were born in his
image, we have not deserved whatever good we reap, so every
bit of it is by God’s grace alone. We thank Him for the crops
now being harvested and for those who have worked to bring
them to fruition and bring them to us. We are reminded that,
while we deserved only grief and shame in the spiritual realm, it
is the realm in which we never truly need to suffer want in any
way. Instead, when our eyes have been opened by the Law to see
our need for a righteousness that we can in no way provide, that
hunger and thirst is readily satisfied in Jesus, whose righteousness
ever abounds.

Collect: We beseech Thee, O Lord, that our weakness may be
upheld by Thy healing mercy, so that what of itself is falling into
ruin may be restored by Thy clemency; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

does all without our merit of pure love and goodness, as a friendly Father,
who cares for us that no evil befall us. But to speak more of this pertains
to the other two parts of this article, where we say: “Father Almighty.”

Hence we must infer and conclude, since everything which we have
and are, and whatever is in heaven and upon the earth, are daily given and
preserved to us by God, that it is our duty to love, praise and thank Him
without ceasing; and in short to serve Him with all these things, as He has
enjoined in the Ten Commandments.

Here we could say much if we would attempt to show how few there are
that believe this article. For we all pass over it, hear it, and say it, but neither
see nor consider what the words teach us. For if we believed it with the heart,
we would also act accordingly, and not stalk about proudly, bid defiance and
boast as though we had life, riches, power and honor, etc. all of ourselves, so
that others must fear and serve us, as is the practice of the unhappy, perverted
world, which is immured in darkness, and abuses all the good things and gifts
of God only for its own pride, avarice, lust and luxury, and never once regards
God, so as to thank Him or acknowledge Him as Lord and Creator.

Therefore, if we only believed it, this article must humble and terrify
us all. For we sin daily with eyes, ears, hands, body and soul, money and
possessions, and with everything we have, as especially do those who even
fight against the Word of God. Yet Christians have this advantage, that they
acknowledge themselves in duty bound to serve God for all these things,
and to be obedient to Him.

We ought, therefore, daily to practice this article, to remember and
consider in all that we see, and in all good that falls to or lot, and wherever
we escape from calamity or danger, that it is God who gives and does all
these things; that therein we perceive and see His paternal heart and His
transcendent love toward us. Thereby the heart would be aroused and
kindled to be thankful for all such good things, and to employ them to the
honor and praise of God. Thus we have most briefly presented the meaning
of this article, as much as it is at first necessary for the most simple to learn,
both as to what we have and receive from God, and what we owe in return,
which is a most excellent object of knowledge, but a far greater treasure.
For here we see how the Father has given Himself to us, together with all
creatures, and has most richly provided for us in this life, besides that He
has overwhelmed us with unspeakable, eternal treasures in His Son and
the Holy Ghost...

—The Large Catechism



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14: 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7  15™ S. A. TRINITY

A bishop must be a man. Why? Because St. Paul says
so, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit. But also because of God’s
plan for the arrangement of duties and good order. When our
Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Office of the Ministry, He said,
“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). So,
the minister (or the bishop) stands between Christ and the
congregation, just as Christ stands between the Father and the
Church. This is why, in the Divine Service, the minister declares
that he forgives sins “in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ” (ASBH, 9). Now, Christ is a man. So, too, the
minister (or bishop) is a man. Christ is the Husband, Head, and
Teacher of the Church. So, too, the minister (or bishop) has the
same patriarchal responsibility for the congregation. Hence, “if a
man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take

care of the church of God?”

The Church is the family of God. In every family, the
father/husband has his responsibilities, the mother/wife has hers,
and the children have theirs. So the Christian Church is composed
of clergy and laymen, men and women, young and old, each with
their own responsibilities from God. It is God who provides men

to fill the Office, that His people may be fed.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

TuEesDAY, SEPTEMBER 22: HEBREWS 10:35-39 16™ S. A. TRINITY

By faith alone one is justified and has life; and by that
confidence in the content of Jesus’ revelation, the just one shall
live, not shrinking back in fear or withholding that trust in the
Lord, no matter what the trial! That is God’s own description
of who you are by grace through faith! In that faith He is
transforming you to match this picture by the hearing of His
Word and receiving Christ’s body and blood.

He “has no pleasure” in one who “draws back” from
trusting in Christ and knowing that such faith, alone, saves you.
However, He doesnt command you to maintain that faith by
your own strength or by somehow mustering perfect thoughts,
words, and deeds in spite of your flesh being in constant rebellion
against your being a new creation in Christ Jesus. He shows you
this picture so you confess the sin of shrinking back when you see
it, so that He may then continue to conform you to His image (2
Corinthians 3:18). He renews and transforms you, settling your
mind into the right perspective (Romans 12:1-3) to overcome
the world and flesh (1 John 5:4-5) by the same Gospel that
first transferred your life and citizenship from there to Heaven
(Philippians 3:20-21). He shows you the same remedy St. Paul
saw as the answer to his own wretchedness, and the removal of
all condemnation (Romans 7:24-8:1), our Lord Jesus Christ and
His righteousness!

Collect: Lord, we pray Thee that Thy grace may always go before
and follow after us, and make us continually to be given to all
good works; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21: MATTHEW 9:9-13 S1T. MATTHEW

Jesus gives an answer to a question the Pharisees wouldn’t
ask Him directly. He hears, and gives the divine perspective in
His answer. Jesus ate with the tax collectors and those who were
publicly known to be ‘sinners—not at all acceptable to ‘upright’
company—because they needed Him. As shown so often
throughout the history of Israel, the Lord steps in, overflowing
with grace, just as the people would have been utterly overcome
if He hadn’t. There was, though, a ‘human’ answer, as well. It
is readily found if we ask the opposite question: “Why do tax
collectors and sinners eat with your Master?”

The utterly human answer to that reveals the operation
of God’s Word upon these ‘unacceptable’ ones: they were there
because they knew who (or, rather, ‘what’) Matthew was. That is,
it’s not because of their great friendship with Matthew, but that
they reckoned, if he was with Jesus, perhaps they, too, could be
with Jesus.

The Lord has constantly stepped in “just at the break of
dawn” (Psalm 46:5) to be His people’s Rock and Fortress, so that
the people would recognize that they were not being saved by
their own merit, but by His mercy. Jesus had come for those who
were certain they could by no means save themselves, precisely so
they would know they were not, therefore, unsavable—and thus
they believed!

Collect: O Almighty God, who by Thy blessed Son didst call
Matthew from the receipt of custom to be an Apostle and
Evangelist, grant us grace to forsake all covetous desires and
inordinate love of riches, and to follow the same Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

TuEesDAY, SEPTEMBER 15: LUKE 10:38—42 15™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

“What is the Third Commandment? Thou shalt sanctify
the holy-day. What does this mean? We should fear and love God
that we may not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it
sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” (Small Catechism)

Martha, in her weakness, treats work and service as more
urgent than listening to Jesus’s words. This is idolatry. It is not as
though Martha had denied the faith; she obviously saw herself as
serving Jesus. But the sin is that her priorities were out of order—
that her works were more urgent than His Word. How easy it
is to slip into this kind of idolatry! Christians may feel the need
to “serve”, to be “useful”, or to evangelize door-to-door in order
to be “good Christians”. In reality, the most important “work”
a Christian can do is to listen to the Word of God, because
Christianity is not primarily about what we do, anyway, but
about what Christ has done for us.

Therefore, go to church, where the Gospel of salvation
through Christ is preached. And bring your children, if you have
them, risking the noise and disruption that you and they may
catch even a sentence of Gospel, which is more precious than the
world and everything in it. “One thing is needed,” and that is the
Gospel of Christ.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16: MATTHEW 6:9—15 15™ S. A. TRINITY

“In this manner, therefore, pray.” The Lord’s Prayer is not
just a guideline or suggestion. The Lord’s Prayer is given with a
command. It does not matter what men or the devil say; pray
the Lord’s Prayer. In the “Prayers” section at the end of the Small
Catechism, Martin Luther recommends praying the Lord’s Prayer
eight times a day—when you get up, when you go to bed, and
before and after each meal!

The Lord’s Prayer is never to be neglected, but its value
becomes more obvious as our sorrows increase. It is when we are
the most distressed that we do not know where to turn, what to
say, or how to pray. So, when we need it the most, He gives us
the words to pray. When you pray the Lord’s Prayer in sincere
faith, know that God certainly hears and gladly answers, because
He hears not for the sake of your ‘fine words’, but for the sake of
the Lord Jesus Christ, His dear Son, who is of the same substance
with Him and the Holy Spirit.

Some say God would rather hear you pray in your own
words, but that would be a torture, because you would never
know if you had said the right things. In the Lord’s Prayer, Christ
has given you the right thing to say, so that you might never
doubt that He hears you and is glad to hear and to answer.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

reveals and preaches, and through which He illumines and enkindles hearts, that
they understand and accept it, cling to it and persevere in it.

For where He does not cause it to be preached and made alive in the heart,
so as to be understood, it is lost, as was the case under the Papacy, where faith
was entirely put under a bushel, and no one recognized Christ as his Lord or
the Holy Ghost as his Sanctifier, i.e. no one believed that Christ is our Lord
in the sense that He has acquired this treasure for us, and, without our works
and merit, made us acceptable to the Father. And what indeed was the cause?
This, verily, that the Holy Ghost was not there to reveal it, and caused it to be
preached; but men evil spirits were there, who taught us to obtain grace and be
saved by our works. Therefore it is no Christian Church; for where Christ is
not preached there is no Holy Ghost who makes, calls and gathers the Christian
Church, without which no one can come to Christ the Lord. ...

The holy Christian Church the Creed denominates a communion of saints,
for both expressions are taken together as one idea. But formerly the one point
was not there, as it is also unintelligible in the translation. If it is to be given very
plainly, it must be expressed quite differently. Fro the word ecclesia is propetly an
assembly. But we are accustomed to the word church, which the simple do not refer
to an assembled multitude, but to the consecrated house or building. Although
the house ought not to be called church, except for the reason that the multitude
assembles there. For we who assemble constitute and occupy a particular space,
and give a name to the house according to the assembly.

Everything therefore in the Christian Church is so ordered that we shall daily
obtain free and full forgiveness of sin through the Word and signs, appointed to
comfort and encourage our consciences as long as we live here. Thus, although
we have sin, the Holy Ghost does not allow it to injure us, because we are in
the Christian Church, where there is full forgiveness of sin, both in that God
forgives us, and in that we forgive, bear with and help each other.

But outside of this Christian Church, where the Gospel is not, there is no
forgiveness, as also there can be no sanctification. Therefore all who do not seek
sanctification through the Gospel and the forgiveness of sin, but expect to merit it
by their works, have expelled and severed themselves from the Christian Church.

These articles of the Creed, therefore, separate and distinguish us Christians
from all other people upon earth. For all outside of Christianity, whether heathen,
Turks, Jews or false Christians and hypocrites, although they believe in and worship
only one true God, yet know not what His mind toward them is, and cannot confide
in His love or expect any good from Him; therefore they abide in eternal wrath and
damnation. For they have not the Lord Christ, and besides are not illumined and
favored by the gifts of the Holy Ghost.

—The Large Catechism, §34—45, 47-48, 56, 66



Lesson from the Book of Concord
The Sixteenth 5unda9 after Trinitg

ARTICLE III.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

This article I cannot explain better than (as I have said) that it treats of
Sanctification, viz. that thereby the Holy Ghost, with His office, is declared and
set forth, namely, that He makes holy.

Therefore we must establish ourselves upon the word HOLY GHOST,
because it is so precise and comprehensive that we cannot use another like it. For
there are besides many kinds of spirits mentioned in the Holy Scriptures—the
spirit of man, heavenly spirits and evil spirits. But the Spirit of God alone is called
the Holy Ghost, that is, He which has sanctified and still sanctifies us. For as the
Father is called Creator, the Son Redeemer, so the Holy Ghost, from His work,
must be called Sanctifier, or one that makes holy. But what is the process of such
sanctification? Answer: Just as the Son obtains dominion, whereby He redeems
us, by His birth, death, resurrection, etc., so also the Holy Ghost effects our sanc-
tification, as follows, namely, by the communion of saints or Christian Church,
forgiveness of sins, resurrection of the body and eternal life; that is, He first leads
us into His holy congregation, and places us in the bosom of the Church, whereby
He preaches to us and brings us to Christ.

For neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ, or believe on Him
and have Him for our Lord, except as it is offered to us and granted to our hearts
by the Holy Ghost through the preaching of the Gospel. The work is finished and
accomplished; for Christ, by His suffering, death, resurrection, etc., has acquired
and gained the treasure for us. But if the work remained concealed, so that no
one knew of it, they it were in vain and lost. That this treasure therefore might
not lie buried, but be appropriated and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to go
forth and be proclaimed, in which He gives the Holy Ghost to bring this treasure
home and apply it to us. Therefore sanctification is nothing else but bringing us
to Christ to receive this good, to which, of ourselves, we could not attain.

Learn then to understand this article most clearly. If you are asked: What do
you mean by the words: “I believe in the Holy Ghost,” you can answer: I believe
that the Holy Ghost makes me holy, as His name implies. But whereby does He
accomplish this end? Or what are His means and method to this end? Answer:
The Christian Church, the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting, For in the first place He has a peculiar congregation in the world, which
is the mother that bears every Christian through the Word of God, which He

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17: 2 THE. 3:6-13 15™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

It is not wrong for a Christian to receive help or charity.
But no man should seek charity when it is in his power to labor
for himself. Everyone should “work in quietness and eat their
own bread,” so that they are not a burden to others, and that
those who are truly in need may be identified and helped.

When Adam sinned, God said to him, “Cursed is the
ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your
life” (Gen. 3:17). Thus man is told to “toil” in this world. This is
both a curse and a blessing. A curse, because labor, which was once
a joy before the Fall, has become both unpleasant and necessary,
so that man must do it or starve. But it is also a blessing, because
labor is a natural safeguard against temptation, and because of
human community—where everyone’s labor supports the whole.
Every community includes those who are not able to work for
themselves—primarily children and the elderly. If the community
functions, they are taken care of in order. But it is a sin to seek
and expect the charity of others when one is perfectly capable of
providing for himself.

Christ Himself toiled for the benefit of mankind. Notas a
carpenter, nor a doctor, but as the Christ—the God-man, whose
“job” was to suffer and die for the salvation of sinners.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.



FriDAY, SEPTEMBER 18: LUKE 6:20-26  15™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

It is not a sin to be rich. The Lord Jesus Christ does not
rebuke the rich because they are rich, but because they “have
received [their] consolation,” that is, they trusted in their wealth
for comfort, instead of trusting in the Lord. It is tempting to
think that money can solve all our problems. Sick? Buy the best
medicine. Political strife? Send money to the right candidate.
Relationship trouble? Buy expensive gifts. Guilty conscience?
Give money to the Church. And so on it goes. Wealth is not
the problem; the problem is trying to comfort oneself in wealth.
Money cannot buy eternal life or the forgiveness of sins. Money
cannot save from death. Thanks to natural disasters, poor
judgment, and wicked men, money vanishes like mist, and then
in what will a man trust?

But blessed are those whose comfort is in the Lord Jesus
Christ. When they are poor, they still have Christ. When they
are hungry, they still have Christ. When men hate them, Christ
was hated first. When everything they had in this life is taken
away, still they will “rejoice” and “leap for joy!” because no power,
earthly or spiritual, can take Christ away from them.

It is Christ who, though rich with God the Father and
the Holy Spirit, chose to become poor, that, being hated and
crucified, He might enrich men—not with gold and silver, but
with His precious blood and heavenly righteousness.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19: 1 COR. 7:20—24 15™ SUNDAY A. TRINITY

‘Separation of Church and State’: what is it? The Church
and the State are different; they have different responsibilities,
but are both from God, and are meant to work together. The
Church is entrusted with spiritual gifts; the State with earthly.
The Church teaches the Law of God and proclaims forgiveness
in Christ; the State protects men’s rights concerning body and
property. They work together because men live under both. The
same man who goes to Church on Sunday also votes and pays
taxes. The politician, judge, and soldier (those with “State jobs”)
need the Law and the Gospel as much as everybody. Church and
State are different, but, in a rightly ordered society, they cooperate
and they communicate.

St. Paul says, “Were you called [to Christ] while a
slave? Do not be concerned about it.” The point is that being
a Christian does not contradict one’s earthly job. A slave who
becomes a Christian should be a Christian slave. Whatever one’s
job in society is—judge, business owner, teacher, doctor, or even
president—he should be the most Christian version of that job
that he can. The State is where Christians practice toward other
men what they have learned from the Church. You have learned
the commandment, “Thou shalt not steal;” so do your job with
integrity and do not cheat your neighbor. The same Lord of the
Church is Creator of the State; His Word governs both, and His
people live in both.

Collect: O Lord, we beseech Thee, let Thy continual pity cleanse
and defend Thy Church; and because it cannot continue in
safety without Thy succor, preserve it evermore by Thy help and
goodness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.



